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Arising from Soviet prison camps in the 1930s, career criminals known as 'thieves-in-law' exist in one form
or another throughout post-Soviet countries and have evolved into major transnational organised criminal
networks since the dissolution of the USSR. Intriguingly, this criminal fraternity established a particular
stronghold in the Soviet republic of Georgia where, by the 1990s, they had formed a mafia network of
criminal associations that attempted to monopolize protection in both legal and illegal sectors of the
economy. This saturation was to such an extent that in 2005, Mikhail Saakashvili, the current president of
Georgia, claimed that 'in the past 15 years... Georgia was not ruled by [former President] Shevardnadze, but
by thieves-in-law.'

Following peaceful regime change with 2003's Rose Revolution, Georgia prioritised reform of the criminal
justice system generally, and an attack on the thieves-in-law specifically, using anti-organized crime policies
that emulated approaches in Italy and America. Criminalization of association with thieves-in-law, radical
reforms of the police and prisons, educational change, and controversial, draconian and extra-legal measures,
amounted to arguably the most sustained anti-mafia policy implemented in any post-Soviet country - a policy
the government believed would pull Georgia out of the Soviet past, declaring it a resounding success.

Utilising unique access to primary sources of data, including police files, court cases, archives and expert
interviews, Reorganizing Crime: Mafia and Anti-Mafia in Post-Soviet Georgia charts both the longevity and
the sudden decline of the thieves-in-law, exploring the changes in the resilience levels of members carrying
this elite criminal status, and how this resilience has been so effectively compromised since 2005. Through
an innovative and engaging analysis of this little known and often misunderstood cohort of organised crime,
this book engages with contemporary debates on understanding the resilience of so-called dark networks,
such as organized crime groups and terrorist cells, and tests the theories of how and why success in
challenging such organizations can occur.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Hall:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Reorganizing Crime: Mafia and Anti-Mafia in Post-
Soviet Georgia (Clarendon Studies in Criminology). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Reorganizing Crime: Mafia and Anti-
Mafia in Post-Soviet Georgia (Clarendon Studies in Criminology). You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget.
It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Ashley Davis:

This Reorganizing Crime: Mafia and Anti-Mafia in Post-Soviet Georgia (Clarendon Studies in Criminology)
is great guide for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great
plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Reorganizing Crime: Mafia and Anti-Mafia in Post-Soviet Georgia
(Clarendon Studies in Criminology) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Ruth Westlund:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Reorganizing Crime: Mafia and Anti-Mafia in Post-Soviet Georgia (Clarendon Studies in Criminology)
provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Travis Hargrove:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is Reorganizing Crime: Mafia and Anti-Mafia in Post-Soviet Georgia (Clarendon
Studies in Criminology). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in



turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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