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The defeat of George Armstrong Custer and the Seventh Cavalry at the Battle of the Little Bighorn was big
news in 1876. Newspaper coverage of the battle initiated hot debates about whether the U.S. government
should change its policy toward American Indians and who was to blame for the army’s loss—the latter, an
argument that ignites passion to this day. In Shooting Arrows and Slinging Mud, James E. Mueller draws on
exhaustive research of period newspapers to explore press coverage of the famous battle. As he analyzes a
wide range of accounts—some grim, some circumspect, some even laced with humor—Mueller offers a
unique take on the dramatic events that so shook the American public.

Among the many myths surrounding the Little Bighorn is that journalists of that time were incompetent
hacks who, in response to the stunning news of Custer’s defeat, called for bloodthirsty revenge against the
Indians and portrayed the “boy general” as a glamorous hero who had suffered a martyr’s death. Mueller
argues otherwise, explaining that the journalists of 1876 were not uniformly biased against the Indians, and
they did a credible job of describing the battle. They reported facts as they knew them, wrote thoughtful
editorials, and asked important questions.

Although not without their biases, journalists reporting on the Battle of the Little Bighorn cannot be
credited—or faulted—for creating the legend of Custer’s Last Stand. Indeed, as Mueller reveals, after the
initial burst of attention, these journalists quickly moved on to other stories of their day. It would be art and
popular culture—biographies, paintings, Wild West shows, novels, and movies—that would forever embed
the Last Stand in the American psyche.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Hershey:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be Shooting Arrows and Slinging Mud: Custer, the Press, and the Little
Bighorn why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Gary Johnson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Shooting Arrows and Slinging Mud: Custer, the Press, and the Little Bighorn provide you with a
new experience in reading through a book.

David Dabbs:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Shooting Arrows and Slinging Mud:
Custer, the Press, and the Little Bighorn is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

William Rockwood:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Shooting Arrows and Slinging Mud: Custer, the Press, and the Little Bighorn
was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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