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Ceylon, or Sri Lanka, was long known to travellers for its luxuriant landscapes, colourful temples and
friendly inhabitants – the island once named Serendip. This book explores the sojourns of gay visitors from
the late 1800s to the modern day, providing a history of homosexuality, travel and cultural encounter on the
island.

The book offers profiles of major figures in Sri Lankan culture and of homosexual visitors, both famous and
infamous, to the island. It discusses the experiences of sojourners including the Victorian social reformer
Edward Carpenter and the German naturalist Ernst Haeckel, such British and American writers as Paul
Bowles and Arthur C. Clarke, and the Australian painter Donald Friend. It also pays particular attention to
Lionel Wendt, one of the most important modernist photographers outside Europe. For these figures, an
erotic appreciation of young men whom they encountered mixed with interest in Sinhalese art, Buddhist and
Hindu spirituality, and the flora and fauna of the island. Their experiences influenced modern writing, art and
dance. Cultural influences moved in both directions, however, and Sri Lankans also found inspiration from
abroad. The book argues that homosexuals played a major role in the transmission of cultural influences
from Sri Lanka to the rest of the world, and from the wider world to this Indian Ocean island.

Providing an original analysis of gay cultures in Sri Lanka from Victorian encounters to the present day, this
book is the first study of Sri Lanka as a site of gay travel. An excellent study of trans-national cultural
exchange, sexuality and the relationships between them, it will be of interest to academics in the field of
Asian Studies, Colonial History and Gay and Queer Studies.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Ruelas:

This book untitled Cultural Encounters and Homoeroticism in Sri Lanka: Sex and Serendipity (Routledge
Studies in the Modern History of Asia) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason
for you to past this e-book from your list.

Jason Silva:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
Cultural Encounters and Homoeroticism in Sri Lanka: Sex and Serendipity (Routledge Studies in the Modern
History of Asia) this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That
is why this book suitable all of you.

Joyce Washington:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Cultural Encounters and
Homoeroticism in Sri Lanka: Sex and Serendipity (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) which
is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Lynda Alford:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Cultural Encounters and Homoeroticism in Sri Lanka: Sex and Serendipity (Routledge Studies in the
Modern History of Asia). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware
about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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