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In 1801, the first complete mastodon skeleton was excavated in the Hudson River Valley, marking the
climax of a century-long debate in America and Europe over the identity of a mysterious creature known as
the American Incognitum. Long before the dinosaurs were discovered and the notion of geological time
acquired currency, many citizens of the new republic believed this mythical beast to be a ferocious carnivore,
capable of crushing deer and elk in its "monstrous grinders." During the American Revolution, George
Washington and Thomas Jefferson avidly collected its bones; for the founding fathers, its massive jaws
symbolized the violence of the natural world and the emerging nation's own dreams of conquest.

Paul Semonin's lively history of this icon of American nationalism focuses on the link between patriotism
and prehistoric nature. From the first fist-sized tooth found in 1705, which Puritan clergyman claimed was
evidence of human giants, to the scientific racialism associated with the discovery of extinct species,
Semonin traces the evangelical beliefs, Enlightenment thought, and Indian myths which led the founding
fathers to view this prehistoric monster as a symbol of nationhood.

Semonin also sees the mystery of the mastodon in early America as a cautionary tale about the first
flowering of our narcissistic fascination with a prehistoric nature ruled by ferocious carnivores. As such,
American Monster offers fresh insights into the genesis of the ongoing fascination with dinosaurs.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

With other case, little men and women like to read book American Monster: How the Nation's First
Prehistoric Creature Became a Symbol of National Identity. You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book American Monster: How
the Nation's First Prehistoric Creature Became a Symbol of National Identity. You can add information and
of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Virginia Swain:

The ability that you get from American Monster: How the Nation's First Prehistoric Creature Became a
Symbol of National Identity is the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
American Monster: How the Nation's First Prehistoric Creature Became a Symbol of National Identity
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific American Monster:
How the Nation's First Prehistoric Creature Became a Symbol of National Identity instantly.

James Walton:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this American Monster: How the Nation's First Prehistoric Creature Became a Symbol of National
Identity, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Dolores Mann:

Often the book American Monster: How the Nation's First Prehistoric Creature Became a Symbol of
National Identity has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This



specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.
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