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Abused dogs, prisoners tortured in Guantánamo and supermax facilities, or slaves killed by the state--all are
deprived of personhood through legal acts. Such deprivations have recurred throughout history, and the law
sustains these terrors and banishments even as it upholds the civil order. Examining such troubling cases,
The Law Is a White Dog tackles key societal questions: How does the law construct our identities? How do
its rules and sanctions make or unmake persons? And how do the supposedly rational claims of the law
define marginal entities, both natural and supernatural, including ghosts, dogs, slaves, terrorist suspects, and
felons? Reading the language, allusions, and symbols of legal discourse, and bridging distinctions between
the human and nonhuman, Colin Dayan looks at how the law disfigures individuals and animals, and how
slavery, punishment, and torture create unforeseen effects in our daily lives.

Moving seamlessly across genres and disciplines, Dayan considers legal practices and spiritual beliefs from
medieval England, the North American colonies, and the Caribbean that have survived in our legal discourse,
and she explores the civil deaths of felons and slaves through lawful repression. Tracing the legacy of
slavery in the United States in the structures of the contemporary American prison system and in the
administrative detention of ghostly supermax facilities, she also demonstrates how contemporary
jurisprudence regarding cruel and unusual punishment prepared the way for abuses in Abu Ghraib and
Guantánamo.

Using conventional historical and legal sources to answer unconventional questions, The Law Is a White Dog
illuminates stark truths about civil society's ability to marginalize, exclude, and dehumanize.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce England:

The knowledge that you get from The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons is
a more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and
Unmake Persons giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this
particular The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons instantly.

Nathan Ramsey:

This The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons usually are reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Law Is a White Dog: How
Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals
Make and Unmake Persons giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Miguel Willis:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of
them is this The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons.

David Beall:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal
Rituals Make and Unmake Persons, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still



wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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