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Each year more than 2 million Americans get divorced, and most of them use a lawyer. In closed-door
conversations between lawyers and their clients strategy is planned, tactics are devised, and the emotional
climate of the divorce is established. Do lawyers contribute to the pain and emotional difficulty of divorce by
escalating demands and encouraging unreasonable behavior? Do they take advantage of clients at a time of
emotional difficulty? Can and should clients trust their lawyers to look out for their welfare and advance
their long-term interests?
Austin Sarat and William L. F. Felstiner's new book, based on a pioneering and intensive study of actual
conferences between divorce lawyers and their clients, provides an unprecedented behind-the-scenes
description of the lawyer-client relationship, and calls into question much of the conventional wisdom about
what divorce lawyers actually do. Divorce Lawyers and Their Clients suggests that most divorces are marked
less by a pattern of aggressive advocacy than by one of inaction and drift. It uncovers reasons why lawyers
find divorce practice frustrating and difficult and why clients frequently feel dissatisfied with their lawyers.
This new work provides a unique perspective on the dynamics of professionalism. It charts the complex and
shifting ways lawyers and clients "negotiate" their relationship as they work out the strategy and tactics of
divorce.
Sarat and Felstiner show how both lawyers and clients are able to draw on resources of power to set the
agenda of their interaction, while neither one is fully in charge. Rather, power shifts between the two parties;
where it is achieved, power is found in the ability to have one's understandings of the social and legal worlds
of divorce accepted. Power then works through the creation of shared meanings. Divorce Lawyers and Their
Clients examines the effort to create such shared meanings about the nature of marriage and why marriages
fail, the operation of the legal process, and the best way to bring divorces to closure. It will be fascinating
reading for anyone who is going through a divorce, or has gone through one, as well as for lawyers, judges,
and scholars of law and society.
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From reader reviews:

Edith Stewart:

The book Divorce Lawyers and Their Clients: Power and Meaning in the Legal Process can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book
Divorce Lawyers and Their Clients: Power and Meaning in the Legal Process? A few of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book Divorce Lawyers and Their Clients: Power and Meaning in the Legal
Process has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jody Watson:

The knowledge that you get from Divorce Lawyers and Their Clients: Power and Meaning in the Legal
Process is a more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Divorce Lawyers and Their Clients:
Power and Meaning in the Legal Process giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this particular Divorce Lawyers and Their Clients: Power and Meaning
in the Legal Process instantly.

Eleanor Hotchkiss:

This book untitled Divorce Lawyers and Their Clients: Power and Meaning in the Legal Process to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

John McKeever:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning
to beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Divorce Lawyers and Their Clients: Power and
Meaning in the Legal Process can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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