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Who are 'the people' in Milton's writing? They figure prominently in his texts from early youth to late
maturity, in his poetry and in his prose works; they are invoked as the sovereign power in the state and have
the right to overthrow tyrants; they are also, as God's chosen people, the guardians of the true Protestant path
against those who would corrupt or destroy the Reformation. They are entrusted with the preservation of
liberty in both the secular and the spiritual spheres. And yet Milton is uncomfortably aware that the people
are rarely sufficiently moral, pure, intelligent, or energetic to discharge those responsibilities which his
political theory and his theology would place upon them. When given the freedom to choose, they too often
prefer servitude to freedom. Milton and the People traces the twists and turns of Milton's terminology and
rhetoric across the whole range of his writings, in verse and prose, as he grapples with the problem that the
people have a calling to which they seem not to be adequate. Indeed, they are often referred to not as 'the
people' but as 'the vulgar', as well as 'the rude multitude', 'the rabble', and even as 'scum'. Increasingly his
rhetoric imagines that liberty or salvation may lie not with the people but in the hands of a small group or
even an individual. An additional thread which runs through this discussion is Milton's own self-image: as he
takes responsibility for defining the vocation of the people, and for analysing the causes of their defection
from that high calling, his own role comes under scrutiny both from himself and from his enemies.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew German:

The book Milton and the People gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book Milton and the People to get your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or
all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Milton and the People. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Norman Fuentes:

This Milton and the People book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you
will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Milton and
the People without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry Milton and the People can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Milton and the
People having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Marvin Davidson:

This Milton and the People is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are
read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Milton and the People
in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide
that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Brent Campbell:

You will get this Milton and the People by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could
to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not
only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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