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This volume consists of an introduction and two groups of essays by Paul M. Postal, each with a connecting
theme. The first, positive group of papers, contains five previously unpublished studies of English syntax.
These include a long study of so-called "locative inversion," two investigations related to raising to non-
subject status, an argument for the existence of a hitherto ignored nominal grammatical category and a study
of vulgar negative polarity items. Each investigation of specific English details is argued to have significant
theoretical consequences. The second, negative group of papers, contains seven essays each of which seeks
to show that aspects of contemporary linguistic activity are in part contaminated by elements of what is
called "junk linguistics." Postal uses the term to denote work which advances proposals, puts forward claims
and asserts deep results which, he argues, can only be accepted by ignoring serious standards of inquiry and
scholarship. Postal claims that much of this work is nonetheless currently considered not only serious but
prestigious reveals the problem to exist at the core of the field, not its periphery. These chapters include
documentation of "junk linguistic" aspects in National Science Foundation refereeing, work on the
foundations of linguistics, and even in widespread terminological usages. The final chapter briefly lists
personal suggestions for dealing with this problem.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Butler:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Skeptical Linguistic
Essays book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Robert Thomas:

Precisely why? Because this Skeptical Linguistic Essays is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it
was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the
other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold
off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Nathan Lawhorn:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Skeptical Linguistic Essays that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be
said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person.
So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Skeptical Linguistic
Essays become your starter.

Denise Barnhart:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Skeptical Linguistic Essays can give you a lot of
friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Skeptical Linguistic Essays.
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