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Displays of devout religious faith are very much in evidence in nineteenth-century sentimental novels such
as Uncle Tom's Cabin and Little Women, but the precise theological nature of this piety has been little
examined. In the first dedicated study of the religious contents of sentimental literature, Claudia Stokes
counters the long-standing characterization of sentimental piety as blandly nondescript and demonstrates that
these works were in fact groundbreaking, assertive, and highly specific in their theological recommendations
and endorsements. The Altar at Home explores the many religious contexts and contents of sentimental
literature of the American nineteenth century, from the growth of Methodism in the Second Great
Awakening and popular millennialism to the developing theologies of Mormonism and Christian Science.

Through analysis of numerous contemporary religious debates, Stokes demonstrates how sentimental writers,
rather than offering simple depictions of domesticity, instead manipulated these scenes to advocate for
divergent new beliefs and bolster their own religious authority. On the one hand, the comforting rhetoric of
domesticity provided a subtle cover for sentimental writers to advance controversial new beliefs, practices,
and causes such as Methodism, revivalism, feminist theology, and even the legitimacy of female clergy. On
the other hand, sentimentality enabled women writers to bolster and affirm their own suitability for positions
of public religious leadership, thereby violating the same domestic enclosure lauded by the texts.

The Altar at Home offers a fascinating new historical perspective on the dynamic role sentimental literature
played in the development of innumerable new religious movements and practices, many of which remain
popular today.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Gibson:

The book The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion to
become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a book The Altar at Home:
Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Cameron Keller:

This The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion tend to be
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Altar at Home:
Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion can be on the list of great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that
maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Altar at Home:
Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So
, let's have it appreciate reading.

Ciara Wolfe:

The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American Religion can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-Century American
Religion although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Harold Houston:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The Altar at Home: Sentimental Literature and Nineteenth-



Century American Religion why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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