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In this fascinating history of the lie detector, Ken Alder exposes some persistent truths about our culture:
why we long to know the secret thoughts of our fellow citizens; why we believe in popular science; and why
we embrace “truthiness.” For centuries people searched in vain for a way to unmask liars, seeking clues in
the body’s outward signs: in blushing cheeks and shifty eyes. Not until the 1920s did a cop with a PhD team
up with an entrepreneurial high school student and claim to have invented a foolproof machine capable of
peering directly into the human heart. Scientists repudiated the technique, and judges banned its results from
criminal trials, but in a few years their polygraph had transformed police work, seized headlines, and
enthralled the nation. 

In this book, Alder explains why America—and only America—has embraced this mechanical method of
reading the human soul. Over the course of the twentieth century, the lie detector became integral to our
justice system, employment markets, and national security apparatus, transforming each into a game of bluff
and bluster. The lie detector device may not reliably read the human mind, but this lively account shows that
the instrument’s history offers a unique window into the American soul.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Olive:

This The Lie Detectors: The History of an American Obsession book is simply not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This The Lie Detectors: The History of an American Obsession without we
comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry
The Lie Detectors: The History of an American Obsession can bring when you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This The Lie Detectors: The History of an American Obsession having excellent arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Kenneth Sisk:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Lie Detectors: The History of
an American Obsession, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Elizabeth Acker:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Lie Detectors: The History of an American Obsession why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Mildred Kershner:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book
The Lie Detectors: The History of an American Obsession we can get more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book The Lie Detectors: The
History of an American Obsession. You can more appealing than now.
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