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Conflicts and controversies at home and abroad have led Americans to focus on Islam more than ever before.
In addition, more and more of their neighbors, colleagues, and friends are Muslims. While much has been
written about contemporary American Islam and pioneering studies have appeared on Muslim slaves in the
antebellum period, comparatively little is known about Islam in Victorian America. This biography of
Alexander Russell Webb, one of the earliest American Muslims to achieve public renown, seeks to fill this
gap.

Webb was a central figure of American Islam during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. A
native of the Hudson Valley, he was a journalist, editor, and civil servant. Raised a Presbyterian, Webb early
on began to cultivate an interest in other religions and became particularly fascinated by Islam. While
serving as U.S. consul to the Philippines in 1887, he took a greater interest in the faith and embraced it in
1888, one of the first Americans known to have done so. Within a few years, he began corresponding with
important Muslims in India. Webb became an enthusiastic propagator of the faith, founding the first Islamic
institution in the United States: the American Mission. He wrote numerous books intended to introduce
Islam to Americans, started the first Islamic press in the United States, published a journal entitled The
Moslem World, and served as the representative of Islam at the 1893 World's Parliament of Religions in
Chicago. In 1901, he was appointed Honorary Turkish Consul General in New York and was invited to
Turkey, where he received two Ottoman medals of merits.

In this first-ever biography of Webb, Umar F. Abd-Allah examines Webb's life and uses it as a window
through which to explore the early history of Islam in America. Except for his adopted faith, every aspect of
Webb's life was, as Abd-Allah shows, quintessentially characteristic of his place and time. It was because he
was so typically American that he was able to serve as Islam's ambassador to America (and vice versa). As
America's Muslim community grows and becomes more visible, Webb's life and the virtues he championed -
pluralism, liberalism, universal humanity, and a sense of civic and political responsibility - exemplify what it
means to be an American Muslim.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Magnuson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that A Muslim in Victorian America:
The Life of Alexander Russell Webb book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Antione Wilson:

Here thing why this A Muslim in Victorian America: The Life of Alexander Russell Webb are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which
is the content is as delicious as food or not. A Muslim in Victorian America: The Life of Alexander Russell
Webb giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
book that similar with A Muslim in Victorian America: The Life of Alexander Russell Webb. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café,
or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe
the form of A Muslim in Victorian America: The Life of Alexander Russell Webb in e-book can be your
choice.

Bess Cook:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book A Muslim in Victorian America: The Life of Alexander Russell
Webb was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book you wanted.

Audrey Mack:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on



this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this A Muslim in Victorian America: The Life of Alexander Russell Webb can make you
experience more interested to read.
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