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The Art of Suicide is a history of the visual representation of suicide from the ancient world to its
decriminalization in the 20th century. After looking at instances of voluntary death in ancient Greece, Ron
Brown discusses the contrast between the extraordinary absence of such events in early Christianity and the
proliferation of images of biblical suicides in the late medieval era. He emphasizes how differing attitudes to
suicide in the early modern world slowly merged, and pays particular attention to the one-time chasm
between so-called heroic suicide and self-destruction as a "crying crime".

Brown tracks the changes surrounding the perception of suicide into the pivotal Romantic era, with its
notions of the "man of feeling", ready to hurl himself into the abyss over a woman or an unfinishable poem.
After the First World War, the meaning of death and attitudes towards suicide changed radically, and in time
this led to its decriminalization. The 20th century in fact witnessed a growing ambivalence towards suicidal
acts, which today are widely regarded either as expressions of a death-wish or as cries for help. Brown
concludes with Warhol's picture of Marilyn Monroe and the videos taken by the notorious Dr Kevorkian.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Art of
Suicide (Reaktion Books - Picturing History) book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Kathleen Strickland:

Art of Suicide (Reaktion Books - Picturing History) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Art of Suicide (Reaktion
Books - Picturing History) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Ann Gonzalez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Art of Suicide (Reaktion Books -
Picturing History) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Jose Johnson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Art of Suicide (Reaktion Books - Picturing History) can give
you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Art of Suicide (Reaktion Books - Picturing History).
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