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In the 1840s an organization of German noblemen, the Mainzner Adelsverein, attempted to settle thousands
of German emigrants on the Texas frontier. Nassau Plantation, located near modern-day Round Top, Texas,
in northern Fayette County, was a significant part of this story. No one, however, has adequately documented
the role of the slave plantation or given a convincing explanation of the Adelsverein from the German point
of view.

James C. Kearney has studied a wealth of original source material (much of it in German) to illuminate the
history of the plantation and the larger goals and motivation of the Adelsverein, both in Texas and in
Germany. Moreover, this new study highlights the problematic relationship of German emigrants to slavery.
Few today realize that the society’s original colonization plan included ownership and operation of slave
plantations. Ironically, the German settlements the society later established became hotbeds of anti-slavery
and anti-secessionist sentiment.

Responding to criticism in Germany, the society declared its colonies to be “slave free zones” in 1845. This
act thrust the society front and center into the complicated political landscape of Texas prior to annexation.
James A. Mayberry, among others, suspected an English-German conspiracy to flood the state with anti-
slavery immigrants and delivered a fiery speech in the legislature denouncing the society.

In the 1850s the plantation became a magnet for German immigration into Fayette and Austin Counties. In
this connection, Kearney explores the role and influence of Otto von Roeder, a largely neglected but
important Texas-German. Another chapter deals with the odyssey of the extended von Rosenberg family,
who settled on the plantation in 1850 and helped to elevate the nearby town of Round Top into a regional
center of culture and education. Many members of the family subsequently rose to positions of leadership
and influence in Texas.

Several notable personalities graced the plantation—Carl Prince of Solms-Braunfels, Johann Otto Freiherr
von Meusebach, botanist F. Lindheimer, and the renowned naturalist Dr. Ferdinand Roemer, to name a few.
Dramatic events also occurred at the plantation, including a deadly shootout, a successful escape by two
slaves (documented in an unprecedented way), and litigation over ownership that wound its way to both the
Texas Supreme Court and the U.S. Supreme Court.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Anderson:

This Nassau Plantation: The Evolution of a Texas German Slave Plantation usually are reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Nassau Plantation: The Evolution of a
Texas German Slave Plantation can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed you with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Nassau Plantation: The Evolution of a Texas
German Slave Plantation giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Carol Wells:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Nassau Plantation: The Evolution of a Texas German Slave Plantation, you are able to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-
book.

Christopher Parker:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always
try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book.
One of them is this Nassau Plantation: The Evolution of a Texas German Slave Plantation.

Regina Dye:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.



The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the publication untitled Nassau Plantation: The Evolution of a Texas German Slave Plantation
can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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