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In this original and illuminating book, Denise A. Spellberg reveals a little-known but crucial dimension of
the story of American religious freedom—a drama in which Islam played a surprising role. In 1765, eleven
years before composing the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson bought a Qur’an. This marked
only the beginning of his lifelong interest in Islam, and he would go on to acquire numerous books on
Middle Eastern languages, history, and travel, taking extensive notes on Islam as it relates to English
common law. Jefferson sought to understand Islam notwithstanding his personal disdain for the faith, a
sentiment prevalent among his Protestant contemporaries in England and America. But unlike most of them,
by 1776 Jefferson could imagine Muslims as future citizens of his new country.

Based on groundbreaking research, Spellberg compellingly recounts how a handful of the Founders,
Jefferson foremost among them, drew upon Enlightenment ideas about the toleration of Muslims (then
deemed the ultimate outsiders in Western society) to fashion out of what had been a purely speculative
debate a practical foundation for governance in America. In this way, Muslims, who were not even known to
exist in the colonies, became the imaginary outer limit for an unprecedented, uniquely American religious
pluralism that would also encompass the actual despised minorities of Jews and Catholics. The rancorous
public dispute concerning the inclusion of Muslims, for which principle Jefferson’s political foes would
vilify him to the end of his life, thus became decisive in the Founders’ ultimate judgment not to establish a
Protestant nation, as they might well have done.

As popular suspicions about Islam persist and the numbers of American Muslim citizenry grow into the
millions, Spellberg’s revelatory understanding of this radical notion of the Founders is more urgent than
ever. Thomas Jefferson’s Qur’an is a timely look at the ideals that existed at our country’s creation, and their
fundamental implications for our present and future.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Song:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Thomas Jefferson's
Qur'an: Islam and the Founders? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have various other opinion?

Phillip Martin:

This Thomas Jefferson's Qur'an: Islam and the Founders book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. This specific Thomas Jefferson's Qur'an: Islam and the Founders without we comprehend teach the one
who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Thomas Jefferson's
Qur'an: Islam and the Founders can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Thomas Jefferson's Qur'an: Islam
and the Founders having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Gaye Lewis:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top list in your reading list is actually Thomas Jefferson's Qur'an: Islam and the Founders.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Thelma Atkins:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes examining, not
only science book and also novel and Thomas Jefferson's Qur'an: Islam and the Founders or perhaps others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping
them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Thomas
Jefferson's Qur'an: Islam and the Founders to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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