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During World War II, Portugal played its cards uncommonly well as a neutral and subsequently became a
member of NATO. This membership resulted in a modernizing of its navy and its integration into the
Atlantic Alliance. By 1960, when other colonial powers were abandoning their empires, Portugal made the
decision to cling to its possessions, as they had been Portuguese for over 400 years. Without them Portugal
saw itself as only a small European country, whereas with them, it would be a great nation. Portugal
ultimately would fight a 13-year debilitating war against various nationalist movements in Africa to retain its
possessions. By the mid-1950s, it became apparent to the Portuguese Navy that it would fight in Africa, and
it began to make preparations. Ultimately, it would perform a near wholesale conversion from the blue water
or oceanic navy that supported NATO to a brown water or riverine one to fight in Africa. This is the story of
that conversion and the great "battle of the rivers" in Africa.

This naval reorientation was a remarkable achievement, in that Portugal not only learned to fight a new kind
of war, it built a navy to accomplish this and did so while shouldering its NATO commitments. The
Portuguese Navy in developing a specialized naval force clearly foresaw the paramount economic, military,
and psychological importance of controlling the interior waterways of Africa, for the infrastructure there was
universally primitive. While there was generally a road network radiating from the colonial capital, the
primary routes used clandestinely by insurgents were chiefly the waterways. The job of the navy was to
foreclose enemy use of these lines of communication, and this it did with great success.

The lessons from this experience tend to be forgotten, as this war was overshadowed by the U.S. conflict in
Vietnam. Today, however, riverine operations are experiencing a renaissance in reaction to the "war of the
weak." While modern boats are more technologically advanced, and their crews use newer and better
equipment and weapons, the problems and their solutions remain largely the same. The operating
environment remains the rivers, bayous, salt pans, canals, lakes, and deltas extending inland from the coast.
The population remains a vulnerable target, and the need to establish a permissive environment continues as
the primary goal. Clearly, the legacy of the Portuguese brown water navy remains relevant today.

REVIEWS

“ … superb … well-sourced, and benefits from resources provided by the Portuguese Admiralty …” African
Studies Quarterly
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From reader reviews:

Francisco Gentry:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question due
to the fact just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Brown Waters of Africa:
Portuguese Riverine Warfare 1961-1974 (Helion Studies in Military History) to read.

Jennifer Wadsworth:

This Brown Waters of Africa: Portuguese Riverine Warfare 1961-1974 (Helion Studies in Military History)
book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper
an individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Brown Waters of Africa: Portuguese
Riverine Warfare 1961-1974 (Helion Studies in Military History) without we recognize teach the one who
looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Brown Waters of Africa:
Portuguese Riverine Warfare 1961-1974 (Helion Studies in Military History) can bring when you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Brown Waters of Africa: Portuguese Riverine Warfare 1961-1974 (Helion Studies in
Military History) having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Eldon Hall:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Brown Waters of Africa:
Portuguese Riverine Warfare 1961-1974 (Helion Studies in Military History) is simple to create you can read
it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book
in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Robert Leggett:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From
the book Brown Waters of Africa: Portuguese Riverine Warfare 1961-1974 (Helion Studies in Military
History) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must
like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change



your life by this book Brown Waters of Africa: Portuguese Riverine Warfare 1961-1974 (Helion Studies in
Military History). You can more inviting than now.
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