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Whether they appear in mystery novels or headline news stories, on prime-time TV or the silver screen, few
figures have maintained such an extraordinary hold on the American cultural imagination as modern police
officers. Why are we so fascinated with the police and their power? What relation do these pervasive media
representations bear to the actual history of modern policing?

Christopher P. Wilson explores these questions by examining narratives of police power in crime news,
popular fiction, and film, showing how they both reflect and influence the real strategies of law enforcement
on the beat, in the squad room, and in urban politics. He takes us from Theodore Roosevelt's year of reform
with the 1890s NYPD to the rise of "community policing," from the classic "police procedural" film The
Naked City to the bestselling novels of LAPD veteran Joseph Wambaugh. Wilson concludes by
demonstrating the ways in which popular storytelling about police power has been intimately tied to the
course of modern liberalism, and to the rising tide of neoconservatism today.

"A thorough, brilliant blend that crosses disciplines."—Choice

"[S]ophisticated, highly theoretical and ambitious. . . . Connects the history of policing to cultural
representations of crime, criminals and cops."—Times Literary Supplement

"[A] deeply satisfying approach to the crime narrative. . . . [Wilson] focuses, ultimately, on the role of police
power in cultural storytelling."—American Quarterly
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline McArdle:

With other case, little persons like to read book Cop Knowledge: Police Power and Cultural Narrative in
Twentieth-Century America. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a new book Cop Knowledge: Police Power and Cultural Narrative in
Twentieth-Century America. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
could open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Andre Todd:

The book Cop Knowledge: Police Power and Cultural Narrative in Twentieth-Century America make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
reading a book Cop Knowledge: Police Power and Cultural Narrative in Twentieth-Century America to be
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Cop
Knowledge: Police Power and Cultural Narrative in Twentieth-Century America. Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Karyn Turner:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book Cop Knowledge: Police Power and Cultural Narrative in Twentieth-Century
America was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.

April Baker:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the book
Cop Knowledge: Police Power and Cultural Narrative in Twentieth-Century America we can get more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book.
Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with



that book Cop Knowledge: Police Power and Cultural Narrative in Twentieth-Century America. You can
more appealing than now.
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