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Minos and the Moderns considers three mythological complexes that enjoyed a unique surge of interest in
early twentieth-century European art and literature: Europa and the bull, the minotaur and the labyrinth, and
Daedalus and Icarus. All three are situated on the island of Crete and are linked by the figure of King Minos.
Drawing examples from fiction, poetry, drama, painting, sculpture, opera, and ballet, Minos and the Moderns
is the first book of its kind to treat the role of the Cretan myths in the modern imagination.

Beginning with the resurgence of Crete in the modern consciousness in 1900 following the excavations of
Sir Arthur Evans, Theodore Ziolkowski shows how the tale of Europa-in poetry, drama, and art, but also in
cartoons, advertising, and currency-was initially seized upon as a story of sexual awakening, then as a
vehicle for social and political satire, and finally as a symbol of European unity. In contast, the minotaur
provided artists ranging from Picasso to Dürrenmatt with an image of the artist's sense of alienation, while
the labyrinth suggested to many writers the threatening sociopolitical world of the twentieth century.
Ziolkowski also considers the roles of such modern figures as Marx, Nietzsche, and Freud; of travelers to
Greece and Crete from Isadora Duncan to Henry Miller; and of the theorists and writers, including T. S. Eliot
and Thomas Mann, who hailed the use of myth in modern literature.

Minos and the Moderns concludes with a summary of the manners in which the economic, aesthetic,
psychological, and anthropological revisions enabled precisely these myths to be taken up as a mirror of
modern consciousness. The book will appeal to all readers interested in the classical tradition and its
continuing relevance and especially to scholars of Classics and modern literatures.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bosse:

Within other case, little people like to read book Minos and the Moderns: Cretan Myth in Twentieth-Century
Literature and Art (Classical Presences). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important some sort of book Minos and the Moderns: Cretan Myth in Twentieth-
Century Literature and Art (Classical Presences). You can add information and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Eleanor Sotomayor:

The reason why? Because this Minos and the Moderns: Cretan Myth in Twentieth-Century Literature and
Art (Classical Presences) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write
the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Paul Dubose:

Beside that Minos and the Moderns: Cretan Myth in Twentieth-Century Literature and Art (Classical
Presences) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry
if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Minos and the Moderns:
Cretan Myth in Twentieth-Century Literature and Art (Classical Presences) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will
not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Dawn Nelson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will
filled update of news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your



book? Or just trying to find the Minos and the Moderns: Cretan Myth in Twentieth-Century Literature and
Art (Classical Presences) when you necessary it?
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