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Preeminent Shakespeare scholar James Shapiro shows how the tumultuous events in England in 1606
affected Shakespeare and shaped the three great tragedies he wrote that year—King Lear, Macbeth, and
Antony and Cleopatra.

In the years leading up to 1606, since the death of Queen Elizabeth and the arrival in England of her
successor, King James of Scotland, Shakespeare’s great productivity had ebbed, and it may have seemed to
some that his prolific genius was a thing of the past. But that year, at age forty-two, he found his footing
again, finishing a play he had begun the previous autumn—King Lear—then writing two other great
tragedies, Macbeth and Antony and Cleopatra.

It was a memorable year in England as well—and a grim one, in the aftermath of a terrorist plot conceived
by a small group of Catholic gentry that had been uncovered at the last hour. The foiled Gunpowder Plot
would have blown up the king and royal family along with the nation’s political and religious leadership.
The aborted plot renewed anti-Catholic sentiment and laid bare divisions in the kingdom.

It was against this background that Shakespeare finished Lear, a play about a divided kingdom, then wrote a
tragedy that turned on the murder of a Scottish king, Macbeth. He ended this astonishing year with a third
masterpiece no less steeped in current events and concerns: Antony and Cleopatra.

The Year of Lear sheds light on these three great tragedies by placing them in the context of their times,
while also allowing us greater insight into how Shakespeare was personally touched by such events as a
terrible outbreak of plague and growing religious divisions. For anyone interested in Shakespeare, this is an
indispensable book.
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From reader reviews:

William Murphy:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be read. The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606 can be your answer given
it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

John McCord:

The book untitled The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606 contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new
period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone,
or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Shannon Lynch:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
With the book The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606 we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in
1606. You can more inviting than now.

Beth Kelly:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update
of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606 when you needed it?
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