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In this intense and far-reaching book, acclaimed art historian T. J. Clark offers a new vision of the art of the
past two centuries, focusing on moments when art responded directly in extreme terms to the ongoing
disaster called "modernity". Modernism, Clark argues, was an extreme answer to an extreme condition - the
one Max Weber summed up as "the disenchantment of the world". Clark focuses on instances of maximum
stress, when the movement revealed its true nature. The book begins with Jacques-Louis David, painting at
the height of the Terror in 1793, then leaps forward to Pissarro a hundred years later, struggling to picture
Two Young Peasant Women in a way that agreed with his anarchist politics. Next, the author turns in
succession to Cezanne's paintings of the Grand Baigneuses and their coincidence in time (and maybe
intention) with Freud's launching of psychoanalysis; to Picasso's Cubism, and to avant-garde art after the
Russian Revolution. Clark concludes with a reading of Jackson Pollock's tragic version of abstraction and
suggests a new set of terms to describe avant-garde art - perhaps in its final flowering - in America after
1945. Shifting between broad, speculative history and intense analysis of specific works, Clark not only
transfigures our usual understanding of modern art, he also launches a new set of proposals about modernity
itself.
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From reader reviews:

William Mayer:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of Modernism. Try to
stumble through book Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of Modernism as your close friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Barbara Morton:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Farewell to an Idea: Episodes
from a History of Modernism book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Candace Edwards:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top collection in your reading list is Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of Modernism. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Regina Hash:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Farewell to an Idea: Episodes from a History of Modernism when you needed it?
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