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The biography of a fascinating cultural hero, René Blum and the Ballets Russes uncovers the events in the
life of the enigmatic and brilliant writer and producer who perished in the Holocaust. Brother of Léon Blum,
the first socialist prime minister of France, René Blum was a passionate and prominent littérateur. He was
the editor of the chic literary journal Gil Blas where he met such celebrated figures as Claude Debussy,
Pierre Bonnard, Edouard Vuillard, André Gide, and Paul Valéry. As author Judith Chazin-Bennahum's
research illustrates, Blum actually arranged for the publication of Proust's Swann's Way. But Blum's
accomplishments and legacy do not end there: after enlisting in World War I, he won the Croix de Guerre
and became a national hero. And Blum resurrected the Ballets Russes de Monte Carlo after Diaghilev's
death. Tragically, he was arrested in 1941 during a roundup of Jewish intellectuals and ultimately sent to
Auschwitz.
Based on a treasure trove of previously undiscovered letters and documents, this thoroughly researched
narrative not only tells the poignant story of Blum's life but also illustrates Blum's central role in the
development of dance in the United States. Indeed, Blum's efforts to save his ballet company eventually
helped to bring many of the world's greatest dancers and choreographers--among them Fokine, Balanchine,
and Nijinska--to American ballet stages, shaping the path of dance in the United States for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Gilliam:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Rene Blum and The Ballets Russes: In Search of a
Lost Life as the daily resource information.

Randy Johnson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Rene
Blum and The Ballets Russes: In Search of a Lost Life.

Linda Bryant:

Precisely why? Because this Rene Blum and The Ballets Russes: In Search of a Lost Life is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Philip Mejia:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Rene Blum and The Ballets Russes: In
Search of a Lost Life book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Rene Blum and The Ballets
Russes: In Search of a Lost Life as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to



pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to one more sixth sense.
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