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The future is not what it used to be because we can no longer rely on the comforting assumption that it will
resemble the past. Past abundance of fuel, for example, does not imply unending abundance. Infinite growth
on a finite planet is not possible.

In this book, Jörg Friedrichs argues that industrial society itself is transitory, and he examines the prospects
for our civilization's coming to terms with its two most imminent choke points: climate change and energy
scarcity. He offers a thorough and accessible account of these two challenges as well as the linkages between
them.

Friedrichs contends that industrial civilization cannot outlast our ability to burn fossil fuels and that the
demise of industrial society would entail cataclysmic change, including population decreases. To understand
the social and political implications, he examines historical cases of climate stress and energy scarcity:
devastating droughts in the ancient Near East; the Little Ice Age in the medieval Far North; the Japanese
struggle to prevent "fuel starvation" from 1918 to 1945; the "totalitarian retrenchment" of the North Korean
governing class after the end of Soviet oil deliveries; and Cuba's socioeconomic adaptation to fuel scarcity in
the 1990s. He draws important lessons about the likely effects of climate and energy disruptions on different
kinds of societies.

The warnings of climate scientists are met by denial and inaction, while energy experts offer little guidance
on the effects of future scarcity. Friedrichs suggests that to confront our predicament we must affirm our core
values and take action to transform our way of life. Whether we are private citizens or public officials,
complacency is not an option: climate change and energy scarcity are emerging facts of life.
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From reader reviews:

Sybil Davis:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that The Future Is Not What It Used to
Be: Climate Change and Energy Scarcity book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Eric Vegas:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read is definitely The Future Is Not What It Used to Be: Climate Change and Energy Scarcity.

Grady Comer:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to
be read. The Future Is Not What It Used to Be: Climate Change and Energy Scarcity can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Bruce Hensley:

You will get this The Future Is Not What It Used to Be: Climate Change and Energy Scarcity by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's
try to choose correct ways for you.
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