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The phrase "silk road" evokes vivid scenes of merchants leading camel caravans across vast stretches to trade
exotic goods in glittering Oriental bazaars, of pilgrims braving bandits and frozen mountain passes to spread
their faith across Asia. Looking at the reality behind these images, this Very Short Introduction illuminates
the historical background against which the silk road flourished, shedding light on the importance of old-
world cultural exchange to Eurasian and world history.

On the one hand, historian James A. Millward treats the silk road broadly, to stand in for the cross-cultural
communication between peoples across the Eurasian continent since at least the Neolithic era. On the other,
he highlights specific examples of goods and ideas exchanged between the Mediterranean, Persia, India, and
China, along with the significance of these exchanges. While including silks, spices, and travelers' tales of
colorful locales, the book explains the dynamics of Central Eurasian history that promoted Silk Road
interactions--especially the role of nomad empires--highlighting the importance of the biological,
technological, artistic, intellectual, and religious interchanges across the continent. Millward shows that these
exchanges had a profound effect on the old world that was akin to, if not on the scale of, modern
globalization. He also disputes the idea that the silk road declined after the collapse of the Mongol empire or
the opening of direct sea routes from Europe to Asia, showing how silk road phenomena continued through
the early modern and modern expansion of the Russian and Chinese states across Central Asia.

Millward concludes that the idea of the silk road has remained powerful, not only as a popular name for
boutiques and restaurants, but also in modern politics and diplomacy, such as U.S. Secretary of State Hilary
Clinton's "Silk Road Initiative" for India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.
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From reader reviews:

Minerva Gagliano:

This The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) tend to be reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Silk Road: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your
before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Silk Road: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

William Mayer:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), it is possible to tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a guide.

Paula Royce:

You can get this The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) by visit the bookstore
or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Jennifer Wilson:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) we can take



more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that
book The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You can more desirable than
now.
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