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More’s “Utopia” was written in Latin, and is in two parts, of which the second, describing the place ([Greek
text]—or Nusquama, as he called it sometimes in his letters—“Nowhere”), was probably written towards the
close of 1515; the first part, introductory, early in 1516.  The book was first printed at Louvain, late in 1516,
under the editorship of Erasmus, Peter Giles, and other of More’s friends in Flanders.  It was then revised by
More, and printed by Frobenius at Basle in November, 1518.  It was reprinted at Paris and Vienna, but was
not printed in England during More’s lifetime.  Its first publication in this country was in the English
translation, made in Edward’s VI.’s reign (1551) by Ralph Robinson.  It was translated with more literary
skill by Gilbert Burnet, in 1684, soon after he had conducted the defence of his friend Lord William Russell,
attended his execution, vindicated his memory, and been spitefully deprived by James II. of his lectureship at
St. Clement’s.  Burnet was drawn to the translation of “Utopia” by the same sense of unreason in high places
that caused More to write the book.  Burnet’s is the translation given in this volume.

The name of the book has given an adjective to our language—we call an impracticable scheme Utopian. 
Yet, under the veil of a playful fiction, the talk is intensely earnest, and abounds in practical suggestion.  It is
the work of a scholarly and witty Englishman, who attacks in his own way the chief political and social evils
of his time.  Beginning with fact, More tells how he was sent into Flanders with Cuthbert Tunstal, “whom
the king’s majesty of late, to the great rejoicing of all men, did prefer to the office of Master of the Rolls;”
how the commissioners of Charles met them at Bruges, and presently returned to Brussels for instructions;
and how More then went to Antwerp, where he found a pleasure in the society of Peter Giles which soothed
his desire to see again his wife and children, from whom he had been four months away.  Then fact slides
into fiction with the finding of Raphael Hythloday (whose name, made of two Greek words [Greek text] and
[Greek text], means “knowing in trifles”), a man who had been with Amerigo Vespucci in the three last of
the voyages to the new world lately discovered, of which the account had been first printed in 1507, only
nine years before Utopia was written.

Designedly fantastic in suggestion of details, “Utopia” is the work of a scholar who had read Plato’s
“Republic,” and had his fancy quickened after reading Plutarch’s account of Spartan life under Lycurgus. 
Beneath the veil of an ideal communism, into which there has been worked some witty extravagance, there
lies a noble English argument.  Sometimes More puts the case as of France when he means England. 
Sometimes there is ironical praise of the good faith of Christian kings, saving the book from censure as a
political attack on the policy of Henry VIII.  Erasmus wrote to a friend in 1517 that he should send for
More’s “Utopia,” if he had not read it, and “wished to see the true source of all political evils.”  And to More
Erasmus wrote of his book, “A burgomaster of Antwerp is so pleased with it that he knows it all by heart.”
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Barone:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Utopia?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's
book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Evelyn Rodrigue:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Utopia publication written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger
then you still doubt Utopia as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one book
that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Edna Brooks:

This Utopia is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always
deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great
arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can
have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Utopia in your hand like getting the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten
or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Joseph Benoit:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Utopia can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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