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Centering on the pioneering work of Christoph Luxenberg, this anthology of scholarly yet accessible
studies of the Koran makes a convincing case that Islam's holy book borrowed heavily from Christian
texts in Syriac and other Near Eastern sources.

In this important compilation, Ibn Warraq focuses on the pioneering work in Syriac and Arabic linguistics of
Christoph Luxenberg, a native speaker of Arabic who lives in the West and writes under a pseudonym.
Luxenberg's careful studies of the Koran are significant for many reasons. First, he has clarified numerous
obscurities in the Koran by treating the confusing passages as poor translations into Arabic of original Syriac
texts. He demonstrates that when one translates the difficult Arabic words back into Syriac, the meaning
becomes clear. Beyond textual clarity, Luxenberg's scholarship provides ample evidence that the Koran
developed from a Judeo-Christian background, since Syriac (a dialect of Aramaic) was the main language of
both Jews and Christians in the Middle East before the advent of Islam. 

Ibn Warraq supplies English translations of key articles by Luxenberg that originally appeared in German
and have never before been available to an English readership. This is followed by commentary by other
scholars on Luxenberg's work. Also included are articles by earlier specialists who anticipated the later
insights of Luxenberg, and more recent scholarship inspired by his methodology. 

Erudite but accessible, this groundbreaking collection is must reading for anyone with an interest in the
origins of the Koran and the early history of Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Gagne:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Christmas in the Koran: Luxenberg, Syriac, and the Near
Eastern and Judeo-Christian Background of Islam as the daily resource information.

Patricia Gagliano:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Christmas in the Koran: Luxenberg, Syriac, and the Near
Eastern and Judeo-Christian Background of Islam can give you a lot of friends because by you considering
this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Christmas in the Koran: Luxenberg, Syriac, and the Near Eastern and Judeo-Christian Background of Islam.

Jean Gonzales:

You can obtain this Christmas in the Koran: Luxenberg, Syriac, and the Near Eastern and Judeo-Christian
Background of Islam by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or
printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your
local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Mary Otter:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Christmas in the Koran: Luxenberg, Syriac, and the Near Eastern and Judeo-
Christian Background of Islam can make you experience more interested to read.
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