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To quote the title of Nelson Mandela's 1994 autobiography, it has been a long walk to freedom. The history
of South Africa, one of the oldest inhabited places on earth, is also the story of one of the newest nations,
made and remade over the last century. This compellingly written history of South Africa, from prehistoric
times through 1999, is the only up-to-date history of the nation. Beginning with an overview of the modern
nation, this narrative history traces South Africa from prehistory through the European invasions, the
settlement by Dutch, the imposition of British rule, the many internecine wars for control of the nation, the
institution of apartheid, and, finally, freedom for all South Africans in 1994 and the Mandela years 1994-
1999.

Twin themes of colonial rule and racism intertwine over the course of the last three hundred and fifty years.
Beck, a specialist in the history of South Africa, illuminates the conflicts, personalities, and tragedies of
South African history over this period, culminating in the end of apartheid in 1994, the release from prison of
Nelson Mandela, and his formation of a new government. Brief sketches of key people in the history of
South Africa, a glossary of terms, maps, and a bibliographic essay of suggested reading complete the work.
Every library should update its resources on South Africa with this engagingly written and authoritative
history.
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From reader reviews:

Maurice Miller:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The
History of South Africa (The Greenwood Histories of the Modern Nations) is kind of guide which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

Sandra Spier:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The History of South Africa (The Greenwood
Histories of the Modern Nations), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on
its called reading friends.

Lee Long:

The History of South Africa (The Greenwood Histories of the Modern Nations) can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing The
History of South Africa (The Greenwood Histories of the Modern Nations) yet doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Jimmy Miller:

The book untitled The History of South Africa (The Greenwood Histories of the Modern Nations) contain a
lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have
a nice study.
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