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From ancient empires to modern economics, veteran journalist Andrew Lawler delivers a sweeping history
of the animal that has been most crucial to the spread of civilization across the globe—the chicken.

Queen Victoria was obsessed with it. Socrates’ last words were about it. Charles Darwin and Louis Pasteur
made their scientific breakthroughs using it. Catholic popes, African shamans, Chinese philosophers, and
Muslim mystics praised it. Throughout the history of civilization, humans have embraced it in every form
imaginable—as a messenger of the gods, powerful sex symbol, gambling aid, emblem of resurrection, all-
purpose medicine, handy research tool, inspiration for bravery, epitome of evil, and, of course, as the star of
the world’s most famous joke.

In Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?, science writer Andrew Lawler takes us on an adventure from
prehistory to the modern era with a fascinating account of the partnership between human and chicken (the
most successful of all cross-species relationships). Beginning with the recent discovery in Montana that the
chicken’s unlikely ancestor is T. rex, this book builds on Lawler’s popular Smithsonian cover article, “How
the Chicken Conquered the World” to track the chicken from its original domestication in the jungles of
Southeast Asia some 10,000 years ago to postwar America, where it became the most engineered of animals,
to the uncertain future of what is now humanity’s single most important source of protein.

In a masterful combination of historical sleuthing and journalistic exploration on four continents, Lawler
reframes the way we feel and think about our most important animal partner—and, by extension, all
domesticated animals, and even nature itself.

Lawler’s narrative reveals the secrets behind the chicken’s transformation from a shy jungle bird into an
animal of astonishing versatility, capable of serving our species’ changing needs. For no other siren has
called humans to rise, shine, and prosper quite like the rooster’s cry: “cock-a-doodle-doo!”
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Skelton:

This Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?: The Epic Saga of the Bird that Powers Civilization book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book
will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?: The Epic
Saga of the Bird that Powers Civilization without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?: The Epic
Saga of the Bird that Powers Civilization can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This Why Did the Chicken
Cross the World?: The Epic Saga of the Bird that Powers Civilization having very good arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Roy Stoudt:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is actually Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?: The Epic Saga of the Bird that
Powers Civilization.

Samuel Brown:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top list in your reading list is usually Why Did the Chicken Cross the World?: The Epic Saga of the Bird
that Powers Civilization. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Edwin Bernal:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Why Did the Chicken Cross



the World?: The Epic Saga of the Bird that Powers Civilization.
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