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In this stimulating and innovative synthesis of New York's artistic and literary worlds, Lytle Shaw uses the
social and philosophical problems involved in “reading” a coterie to propose a new language for
understanding the poet, art critic, and Museum of Modern Art curator Frank O'Hara (1926-1966). O'Hara's
poems are famously filled with proper names---from those of his immediate friends and colleagues in the
New York writing and art worlds (John Ashbery, Kenneth Koch, Grace Hartigan, Willem de Kooning, and
many musicians, dancers, and filmmakers) to a broad range of popular cultural and literary heroes
(Apollinaire to Jackie O). But rather than understand O'Hara's most commonly referenced names as a fixed
and insular audience, Shaw argues that he uses the ambiguities of reference associated with the names to
invent a fluid and shifting kinship structure---one that opened up radical possibilities for a gay writer
operating outside the structure of the family. As Shaw demonstrates, this commitment to an experimental
model of association also guides O'Hara's art writing. Like his poetry, O'Hara's art writing too has been
condemned as insular, coterie writing. In fact, though, he was alone among 1950s critics in his willingness to
consider abstract expressionism not only within the dominant languages of existentialism and formalism but
also within the cold war political and popular cultural frameworks that anticipate many of the concerns of
contemporary art historians. Situating O'Hara within a range of debates about art's possible relations to its
audience, Shaw demonstrates that his interest in coterie is less a symptomatic offshoot of his biography than
a radical literary and artistic invention.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Robertson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Frank O'Hara: The Poetics of
Coterie (Contemporary North American Poetry Series). All type of book is it possible to see on many
options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Lorraine Briggs:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Frank O'Hara: The Poetics
of Coterie (Contemporary North American Poetry Series) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Robert Marques:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Frank O'Hara: The Poetics
of Coterie (Contemporary North American Poetry Series) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far
better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Frank O'Hara: The Poetics of Coterie (Contemporary North
American Poetry Series) become your own starter.

Nicole Montes:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Frank O'Hara: The Poetics of Coterie
(Contemporary North American Poetry Series) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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