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How did British rule in India transform persons from lower social classes? Could Indians from such classes
rise in the world by marrying Europeans and embracing their religion and customs? This book explores such
questions by examining the intriguing story of an interracial family who lived in southern India in the mid-
nineteenth century. The family, which consisted of two untouchable brothers, both of whom married
Eurasian women, became wealthy as distillers in the local community. When one brother died, a dispute
arose between his wife and brother over family assets, which resulted in a landmark court case, Abraham v.
Abraham. It is this case which is at the center of this book, and which Chandra Mallampalli uses to examine
the lives of those involved and, by extension, of those - 271 witnesses in all - who testified. In its
multilayered approach, the book sheds light not only on interracial marriage, class, religious allegiance, and
gender, but also on the British encounter with Indian society. It shows that far from being products of a
"civilizing mission" who embraced the ways of Englishmen, the Abrahams were ultimately - when faced
with the strictures of the colonial legal system - obliged to contend with hierarchy and racial difference.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Reece:

This Race, Religion and Law in Colonial India: Trials of an Interracial Family (Cambridge Studies in Indian
History and Society) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That Race, Religion
and Law in Colonial India: Trials of an Interracial Family (Cambridge Studies in Indian History and Society)
without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry Race, Religion and Law in Colonial India: Trials of an Interracial Family
(Cambridge Studies in Indian History and Society) can bring when you are and not make your handbag space
or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Race, Religion
and Law in Colonial India: Trials of an Interracial Family (Cambridge Studies in Indian History and Society)
having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Julia Hanson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Race, Religion and Law in Colonial India: Trials of an Interracial Family (Cambridge Studies in
Indian History and Society), you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Dana Vinson:

The book untitled Race, Religion and Law in Colonial India: Trials of an Interracial Family (Cambridge
Studies in Indian History and Society) is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality
of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Race, Religion and Law in Colonial India: Trials of an Interracial Family (Cambridge Studies in Indian
History and Society) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Tanya Wilson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. In



this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Race, Religion and Law in Colonial India: Trials of an Interracial Family (Cambridge
Studies in Indian History and Society) when you desired it?
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