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St. Augustine - (354-430), Bishop of Hippo and "Doctor of the Church”

Accepted by most scholars to be the most important figure in the ancient Western church, St. Augustine was
born in Tagaste, Numidiain North Africa. His mother was a Christian, but his father remained a pagan until
latein life. After arather unremarkable childhood, marred only by a case of stealing pears, Augustine drifted
through several philosophical systems before converting to Christianity at the age of thirty-one. At the age of
nineteen, Augustine read Cicero's Hortensius, an experience that led him into the fascination with
philosophical questions and methods that would remain with him throughout hislife. After afew yearsasa
Manichean, he became attracted to the more skeptical positions of the Academic philosophers. Although
tempted in the direction of Christianity upon hisarrival at Milan in 383, he turned first to neoplatonism,
During thistime, Augustine fathered a child by a mistress. This period of exploration, including its youthful
excesses (perhaps somewhat exaggerated) are recorded in Augustine's most widely read work, the
Confessions.

During his youth, Augustine had studied rhetoric at Carthage, a discipline that he used to gain employment
teaching in Carthage and then in Rome and Milan, where he met Ambrose who is credited with effecting
Augustine's conversion and who baptized Augustine in 387. Returning to his homeland soon after his
conversion, he was ordained a presbyter in 391, taking the position as bishop of Hippo in 396, a position
which he held until his death.

Besides the Confessions, Augustine's most celebrated work is his De Civitate Del (On the City of God), a
study of the relationship between Christianity and secular society, which was inspired by the fall of Rometo
the Visigothsin 410. Among his other works, many are polemical attacks on various heresies: Against
Faustus, the Manichean; On Baptism; Against the Donatists, and many attacks on Pelagianism and Semi-
Pelagianism. Other works include treatises On the Trinity; On Faith, Hope, and Love; On Christian Doctrine;
and some early dialogues.

St. Augustine stands as a powerful advocate for orthodoxy and of the episcopacy as the sole means for the
dispensing of saving grace. In the light of later scholarship, Augustine can be seen to serve as a bridge
between the ancient and medieval worlds. A review of hislife and work, however, shows him as an active
mind engaging the practical concerns of the churches he served.
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From reader reviews:
Antoinette Holdren:

The book St. Augustine: City of God and Christian Doctrine make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou
need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book St. Augustine: City of God
and Christian Doctrine to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start
and read areserve St. Augustine: City of God and Christian Doctrine. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Ann Wren:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for awhileis
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of St. Augustine:

City of God and Christian Doctrine book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Levi Ryan:

That book can make you to fedl relax. Thiskind of book St. Augustine: City of God and Christian Doctrine
was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book St. Augustine: City of God
and Christian Doctrine has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and
try to like reading in which.

Susan Arnold:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading
isvery important along with book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them isactually St.
Augustine: City of God and Christian Doctrine.
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