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In The Ritual Process: Structure and Anti-Structure, Victor Turner examines rituals of the Ndembu in
Zambia and develops his now-famous concept of "Communitas." He characterizes it as an absolute inter-
human relation beyond any form of structure.

The Ritual Process has acquired the status of a small classic since these lectures were first published in 1969.
Turner demonstrates how the analysis of ritual behavior and symbolism may be used as a key to
understanding social structure and processes. He extends Van Gennep's notion of the "liminal phase" of rites
of passage to a more general level, and applies it to gain understanding of a wide range of social phenomena.
Once thought to be the "vestigial" organs of social conservatism, rituals are now seen as arenas in which
social change may emerge and be absorbed into social practice.

As Roger Abrahams writes in his foreword to the revised edition: "Turner argued from specific field data.
His special eloquence resided in his ability to lay open a sub-Saharan African system of belief and practice in
terms that took the reader beyond the exotic features of the group among whom he carried out his fieldwork,
translating his experience into the terms of contemporary Western perceptions. Reflecting Turner's range of
intellectual interests, the book emerged as exceptional and eccentric in many ways: yet it achieved its place
within the intellectual world because it so successfully synthesized continental theory with the practices of
ethnographic reports."
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bauer:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This The Ritual Process: Structure and Anti-Structure (Foundations of Human Behavior)
book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer of The Ritual Process: Structure and Anti-Structure (Foundations of Human Behavior) content
conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Ritual Process: Structure and
Anti-Structure (Foundations of Human Behavior) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Gene Kirkland:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Ritual Process: Structure and
Anti-Structure (Foundations of Human Behavior), you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Richard Cassidy:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The The Ritual
Process: Structure and Anti-Structure (Foundations of Human Behavior) will give you a new experience in
examining a book.

Amanda Doss:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Ritual Process: Structure and Anti-Structure (Foundations of Human



Behavior) can make you sense more interested to read.
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