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“The Strategic Guide to Shaping Your Student Affairs Career is a one of a kind resource for student affairs
administrators in any stage of their career. The book is well organized around five key elements of career
strategy that helpfully prompt readers to not only focus and reflect on critical stages in their career
development and advancement, but also on their personal motivations and goals. This is enhanced by the
inclusion of voices of current administrators who share their stories and insights to illustrate the book’s
message.”? Ashley Tull, Director of Assessment and Strategic Initiatives, Division of Student Affairs,
Southern Methodist University

"As a professor in a higher education program I seek activities and resources that can bookend a student’s
experience in our program. I have finally found the book that will both stimulate discussion among new
professionals in their first class and foster rich dialogue in their last class. Actually reading the book twice
affords students the opportunity to consider the core elements of a career strategy as discussed in this text:
lifelong learning, extending your experiences, planning for professional development,
networking/connecting, and self-reflection. The Strategic Guide to Shaping Your Student Affairs Career will
be a must read for our students.”?Audrey J. Jaeger, Professor, Educational Leadership & Policy Analysis:
Higher Education, Co-Executive Director, National Initiative for Leadership & Institutional Effectiveness,
North Carolina State University

This is a book for any student affairs professional who wants to strategically shape his or her career path,
whether in early or mid-career, or contemplating a career, in student affairs.

By offering us the fruits of the reflective and strategic approach she has used to shape her own career, and by
gathering the voices of twenty five professionals who offer the insights and advice derived from their own
experiences, Sonja Ardoin has created a guide for everyone in student affairs who wants to be intentional in
setting the course for their professional and personal development.

She begins by describing the changing and varied student populations who are the heart of this field, and
outlines the typical organizational structures of student affairs, the range of functional areas, and how
practice varies by size and type of institution. She highlights major trends, discusses the typical paths of
entry to the profession, the expectations and realities of starting in a new position, the process of
socialization, and the required skills and competencies.

She devotes the core of the book to the five key elements for developing a career strategy. In doing so she
ranges over choices to be made about formal qualifications, and describes activities – from volunteering and
committee work to conference presentations, writing and teaching – that we can use to strategically develop
the proficiencies to attain our goals.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Brown:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Strategic Guide
to Shaping Your Student Affairs Career? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Randy Hunter:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Strategic Guide to Shaping Your Student Affairs
Career will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with
you?

Robert Olsen:

Here thing why this particular The Strategic Guide to Shaping Your Student Affairs Career are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Strategic Guide to Shaping Your Student Affairs
Career giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
book that similar with The Strategic Guide to Shaping Your Student Affairs Career. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The
Strategic Guide to Shaping Your Student Affairs Career in e-book can be your alternative.

Randy Acevedo:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Strategic Guide to Shaping Your
Student Affairs Career to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide The Strategic Guide to Shaping Your Student Affairs
Career can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must



you're doing of that time.
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