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One of the first questions people ask about The Things They Carried is this: Is it a novel, or a collection of
short stories? The title page refers to the book simply as "a work of fiction," defying the conscientious
reader's need to categorize this masterpiece. It is both: a collection of interrelated short pieces which
ultimately reads with the dramatic force and tension of a novel. Yet each one of the twenty-two short pieces
is written with such care, emotional content, and prosaic precision that it could stand on its own.

The Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley,
Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and of course, the character Tim O'Brien who has survived his
tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer at the age of forty-three. They battle the enemy (or maybe
more the idea of the enemy), and occasionally each other. In their relationships we see their isolation and
loneliness, their rage and fear. They miss their families, their girlfriends and buddies; they miss the lives they
left back home. Yet they find sympathy and kindness for strangers (the old man who leads them unscathed
through the mine field, the girl who grieves while she dances), and love for each other, because in Vietnam
they are the only family they have. We hear the voices of the men and build images upon their dialogue. The
way they tell stories about others, we hear them telling stories about themselves.

With the creative verve of the greatest fiction and the intimacy of a searing autobiography, The Things They
Carried  is a testament to the men who risked their lives in America's most controversial war. It is also a
mirror held up to the frailty of humanity. Ultimately The Things They Carried and its myriad protagonists
call to order the courage, determination, and luck we all need to survive.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Things They Carried is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Roger Thomas:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is The Things They Carried.

Frances Pierce:

You can obtain this The Things They Carried by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar
to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Matthew Haley:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of book The
Things They Carried. You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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