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Over the course of American history, Jews have held many American leaders in high esteem, but they
maintain a unique emotional bond with Abraham Lincoln. From the time of his presidency to the present
day, American Jews have persistently viewed Lincoln as one of their own, casting him as a Jewish sojourner
and, in certain respects, a Jewish role model. This pioneering compendium— The first volume of annotated
documents to focus on the history of Lincoln’s image, influence, and reputation among American Jews—
considers how Lincoln acquired his exceptional status and how, over the past century and a half, this
fascinating relationship has evolved.

Organized into twelve chronological and thematic chapters, these little-known primary source
documents—many never before published and some translated into English for the first time—consist of
newspaper clippings, journal articles, letters, poems, and sermons, and provide insight into a wide variety of
issues relating to Lincoln’s Jewish connection. Topics include Lincoln’s early encounters with Central
European Jewish immigrants living in the Old Northwest; Lincoln’s Jewish political allies; his encounters
with Jews and the Jewish community as President; Lincoln’s response to the Jewish chaplain controversy;
General U. S. Grant’s General Orders No. 11 expelling “Jews, as a class” from the Military Department of
Tennessee; the question of amending the U.S. Constitution to legislate the country’s so-called Christian
national character; and Jewish eulogies after Lincoln’s assassination. Other chapters consider the crisis of
conscience that arose when President Andrew Johnson proclaimed a national day of mourning for Lincoln on
the festival of Shavuot (the Feast of Weeks), a day when Jewish law enjoins Jews to rejoice and not to
mourn; Lincoln’s Jewish detractors contrasted to his boosters; how American Jews have intentionally
“Judaized” Lincoln ever since his death; the leading role that American Jews have played in in crafting
Lincoln’s image and in preserving his memory for the American nation; American Jewish reflections on the
question “What Would Lincoln Do?”; and how Lincoln, for America’s Jewish citizenry, became the avatar
of America’s highest moral aspirations.

With thoughtful chapter introductions that provide readers with a context for the annotated documents that
follow, this volume provides a fascinating chronicle of American Jewry’s unfolding historical encounter with
the life and symbolic image of Abraham Lincoln, shedding light on how the cultural interchange between
American ideals and Jewish traditions influences the dynamics of the American Jewish experience.

Finalist, 2014 National Jewish Book Award
Finalist, 2015 Ohioana Book Award
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From reader reviews:

Eric Bass:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this We Called Him
Rabbi Abraham: Lincoln and American Jewry, a Documentary History.

Mindy Arredondo:

Precisely why? Because this We Called Him Rabbi Abraham: Lincoln and American Jewry, a Documentary
History is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Gregory Sims:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking We Called Him Rabbi Abraham:
Lincoln and American Jewry, a Documentary History that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick We Called Him Rabbi Abraham: Lincoln and
American Jewry, a Documentary History become your personal starter.

Donna Nichols:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This We Called Him Rabbi Abraham: Lincoln and
American Jewry, a Documentary History can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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