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Thomas Jefferson occupies a special niche in the hagiology of American Founding Fathers. His name is
invoked for a staggering range of causes; statists and libertarians, nationalists and States' righters,
conservatives and radicals all claim his blessing. In this book, Forrest McDonald examines Jefferson's
performance as the nation's leader, evaluating his ability as a policy-maker, administrator, and diplomat.

He delineates, carefully and sympathetically, the Jeffersonian ideology and the agrarian ideal that underlay
it; he traces the steps by which the ideology was transformed into a program of action; and he concludes that
the interplay between the ideology and the action accounted both for the unparalleled success of Jefferson's
first term in office, and for the unmitigated failure of the second term.

Jefferson as president was a man whose ideological commitments prevented him from reversing calamitous
policy stances, a man who could be ruthless in suppressing civil rights when it was politically expedient, a
man who was rarely, in the conventional sense of the word, a Jeffersonian. McDonald's portrait reveals him
to be at once greater, simpler, and more complexly human than the mere "apostle of liberty" or "spokesman
for democracy" that his adulators have relegated him to being.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Otoole:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this The Presidency of
Thomas Jefferson.

Edward Shaw:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The Presidency of Thomas
Jefferson that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to
pick The Presidency of Thomas Jefferson become your own personal starter.

Willie Briggs:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Presidency of Thomas Jefferson will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Virgie Haynes:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Presidency of Thomas
Jefferson is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.
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