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On May 25, 1863, after driving the Confederate army into defensive lines surrounding Vicksburg,

Mississippi, Union major general Ulysses S. Grant and his Army of the Tennessee laid siege to the fortress

city. With no reinforcements and dwindling supplies, the Army of Vicksburg finally surrendered on July 4,

yielding command of the Mississippi River to Union forces and effectively severing the Confederacy. In this

illuminating volume, Justin S. Solonick offers the first detailed study of how Grant’s midwesterners serving

in the Army of the Tennessee engineered the siege of Vicksburg, placing the event within the broader

context of U.S. and European military history and nineteenth-century applied science in trench warfare and

field fortifications. In doing so, he shatters the Lost Cause myth that Vicksburg’s Confederate garrison

surrendered due to lack of provisions. Instead of being starved out, Solonick explains, the Confederates were

dug out.

After opening with a sophisticated examination of nineteenth-century military engineering and the history of

siege craft, Solonick discusses the stages of the Vicksburg siege and the implements and tactics Grant’s

soldiers used to achieve victory. As Solonick shows, though Grant lacked sufficient professional engineers to

organize a traditional siege—an offensive tactic characterized by cutting the enemy’s communication lines

and digging forward-moving approach trenches—the few engineers available, when possible, gave Union

troops a crash course in military engineering. Ingenious midwestern soldiers, in turn, creatively applied

engineering maxims to the situation at Vicksburg, demonstrating a remarkable ability to adapt in the face of

adversity. When instruction and oversight were not possible, the common soldiers improvised. Solonick

concludes with a description of the surrender of Vicksburg, an analysis of the siege’s effect on the outcome

of the Civil War, and a discussion of its significance in western military history.

Solonick’s study of the Vicksburg siege focuses on how the American Civil War was a transitional one with

its own distinct nature, not the last Napoleonic war or the herald of modern warfare. At Vicksburg, he

reveals, a melding of traditional siege craft with the soldiers’ own inventiveness resulted in Union victory

during the largest, most successful siege in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Tiffany Hassell:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Engineering
Victory: The Union Siege of Vicksburg, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Robin Curtin:

The book untitled Engineering Victory: The Union Siege of Vicksburg contain a lot of information on this.
The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people,
so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author
gives you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Carol Smith:

This Engineering Victory: The Union Siege of Vicksburg is brand-new way for you who has interest to look
for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Engineering Victory:
The Union Siege of Vicksburg can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for
your better life and also knowledge.

Juanita Cooke:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
Engineering Victory: The Union Siege of Vicksburg. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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