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An experienced teacher of reading and writing and an award-winning historian, E. Jennifer Monaghan brings
to vibrant life the process of learning to read and write in colonial America. Ranging throughout the colonies
from New Hampshire to Georgia, she examines the instruction of girls and boys, Native Americans and
enslaved Africans, the privileged and the poor, revealing the sometimes wrenching impact of literacy
acquisition on the lives of learners.

For the most part, religious motives underlay reading instruction in colonial America, while secular motives
led to writing instruction. Monaghan illuminates the history of these activities through a series of deeply
researched and readable case studies. An Anglican missionary battles mosquitoes and loneliness to teach the
New York Mohawks to write in their own tongue. Puritan fathers model scriptural reading for their children
as they struggle with bereavement. Boys in writing schools, preparing for careers in counting houses, wield
their quill pens in the difficult task of mastering a "good hand." Benjamin Franklin learns how to compose
essays with no teacher but himself. Young orphans in Georgia write precocious letters to their benefactor,
George Whitefield, while schools in South Carolina teach enslaved black children to read but never to write.

As she tells these stories, Monaghan clears new pathways in the analysis of colonial literacy. She pioneers in
exploring the implications of the separation of reading and writing instruction, a topic that still resonates in
today's classrooms.

Monaghan argues that major improvements occurred in literacy instruction and acquisition after about 1750,
visible in rising rates of signature literacy. Spelling books were widely adopted as they key text for teaching
young children to read; prosperity, commercialism, and a parental urge for gentility aided writing instruction,
benefiting girls in particular. And a gentler vision of childhood arose, portraying children as more malleable
than sinful. It promoted and even commercialized a new kind of children's book designed to amuse instead of
convert, laying the groundwork for the "reading revolution" of the new republic.
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From reader reviews:

Willie McCorkle:

The book Learning to Read and Write in Colonial America (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the
Book) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Learning to Read and Write in Colonial America
(Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book Learning to Read and Write in Colonial America (Studies in Print Culture and
the History of the Book) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can search the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Marilynn Johnson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Learning to Read and Write in Colonial America (Studies in Print Culture and
the History of the Book) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with Learning to Read and Write in Colonial
America (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by
means of it. So , do you still thinking Learning to Read and Write in Colonial America (Studies in Print
Culture and the History of the Book) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Mitchell Wilder:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
personally is Learning to Read and Write in Colonial America (Studies in Print Culture and the History of
the Book) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why
this book acceptable all of you.

Shawn Mathison:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Learning to Read and Write in Colonial America



(Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st
opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Learning to Read and
Write in Colonial America (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) can to be your brand-new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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