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"Highly recommended–a gripping narrative of the critical year of 1858 and the nation's slide toward disunion
and war. Chadwick is especially adept at retelling the intense emotions of this critical time, particularly
especially in recounting abolitionist opposition to the Fugitive Slave Act and Jefferson Davis's passionate
defense of this institution. For readers seeking to understand how individuals are agents of historical change
will find Chadwick's account of the failed leadership of President James Buchanan, especially compelling."

-G. Kurt Piehler, author of "Remembering War the American Way" and Associate Professor of History, The
University of Tennessee

1858 explores the events and personalities of the year that would send the America's North and South on a
collision course culminating in the slaughter of 630,000 of the nation's young men, a greater number than
died in any other American conflict. The record of that year is told in seven separate stories, each participant,
though unaware, is linked to the oncoming tragedy by the central, though ineffective, figure of that time, the
man in the White House, President James Buchanan.

The seven figures who suddenly leap onto history's stage and shape the great moments to come are: Jefferson
Davis, who lived a life out of a Romantic novel, and who almost died from herpes simplex of the eye; the
disgruntled Col. Robert E. Lee, who had to decide whether he would stay in the military or return to Virginia
to run his family's plantation; William Tecumseh Sherman, one of the great Union generals, who had been
reduced to running a roadside food stand in Kansas; the uprising of eight abolitionists in Oberlin, Ohio, who
freed a slave apprehended by slave catchers, and set off a fiery debate across America; a dramatic speech by
New York Senator William Seward in Rochester, which foreshadowed the civil war and which seemed to
solidify his hold on the 1860 Republican Presidential nomination; John Brown's raid on a plantation in
Missouri, where he freed several slaves, and marched them eleven hundred miles to Canada, to be followed a
year later by his catastrophic attack on Harper's Ferry; and finally, Illinois Senator Steven Douglas' seven
historic debates with little-known Abraham Lincoln in the Illinois Senate race, that would help bring the
ambitious and determined Lincoln to the Presidency of the United States.

As these stories unfold, the reader learns how the country reluctantly stumbled towards that moment in April
1861 when the Southern army opened fire on Fort Sumter.
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From reader reviews:

Kelley Thornton:

The experience that you get from 1858: Abraham Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, Ulysses S. Grant
and the War They Failed to See will be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but 1858:
Abraham Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, Ulysses S. Grant and the War They Failed to See giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular 1858: Abraham
Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, Ulysses S. Grant and the War They Failed to See instantly.

Lauren Veach:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take 1858: Abraham Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, Ulysses S. Grant
and the War They Failed to See as the daily resource information.

Karen Garcia:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide 1858: Abraham Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, Ulysses S. Grant
and the War They Failed to See was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book.
If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book that you wanted.

Vincent Humphreys:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
1858: Abraham Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, Ulysses S. Grant and the War They Failed to See



when you essential it?
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