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Legends from the Ancient North: Five classics of Norse literature that inspired J. R. R. Tolkien's epic
vision in The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings

Legendary fantasy writer J. R. R. Tolkien spent much of his life studying, translating, and teaching the
ancient tales of northern Europe at Oxford and drew on them for his own writing. These epic stories, with
their wizards and knights, dragons and trolls, cursed rings and magic swords, are as fascinating today as they
were thousands of year ago. Reading them brings us as close as we will ever get to the magical worlds of the
Vikings and the origins of their twentieth-century counterpart: Tolkien’s Middle Earth.

Based on Viking Age poems and composed in thirteenth-century Iceland, The Saga of the
Volsungs combines mythology, legend, and sheer human drama in telling of the heroic deeds of Sigurd the
dragon slayer, who acquires runic knowledge from one of Odin's Valkyries. Yet the saga is set in a very
human world, incorporating oral memories of the fourth and fifth centuries, when Attila the Hun and other
warriors fought on the northern frontiers of the Roman empire. In his illuminating introduction Jesse L.
Byock links the historical Huns, Burgundians, and Goths with the extraordinary events of this Icelandic saga.
With its ill-fated Rhinegold, the sword reforged, and the magic ring of power, the saga resembles
the Nibelungenlied and has been a primary source for such fantasy writers as J. R. R. Tolkien and for
Richard Wagner's Ring cycle.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Weimer:

The book The Saga of the Volsungs (Legends from the Ancient North) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Saga of
the Volsungs (Legends from the Ancient North)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book The Saga of the Volsungs (Legends from the Ancient North) has simple shape but you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a guide.
So it is very wonderful.

Monica Philson:

This The Saga of the Volsungs (Legends from the Ancient North) are usually reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Saga of the Volsungs (Legends from the
Ancient North) can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book
is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this The Saga of the Volsungs (Legends from the Ancient North) giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Shirley Henderson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Saga of the Volsungs (Legends from
the Ancient North) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty The Saga of the
Volsungs (Legends from the Ancient North) as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This
is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Robert Journey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books



that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Saga of the Volsungs (Legends from
the Ancient North).
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