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“Although I wasn't invited to shake hands with Hitler, I wasn't invited to the White House to shake hands
with the President either.” – Jesse Owens

A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history’s most influential figures, but how much of the
forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors’ American Legends series, readers can get caught up to
speed on the lives of America’s most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute,
while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known.

The Olympics have long been the center of attention in the sports world, but perhaps no moment in the
history of the games was as poignant as Jesse Owens’ performance in Berlin in 1936. Owens would finish
his career with 4 gold medals and become known as "perhaps the greatest and most famous athlete in track
and field history" (as his obituary in the New York Times put it), but nearly 80 years later, it’s the context
that has made his performance so memorable.

Owens was one of the greatest track athletes in the country in the 1930s, and while he was at Ohio State, he
set 3 world records and tied another one within 45 minutes at a Big Ten meet in 1935, but hurdles on the
track weren’t as hard to clear as ones he had to deal with away from sports. As a young black man, he had to
deal with entrenched racism across the country, from staying in segregated hotels to not being eligible for a
sports scholarship,

In 1936, World War II was still a few years away, but Adolf Hitler was fully in control of Nazi Germany and
hoped to use the Olympics as a showcase of the resurgent German nation. Internationally, Hitler’s Germany
was not yet a major concern to the vast majority of people unfamiliar with politics, nor were the domestic
policies being carried out by the Nazis, but some still thought the United States should not even participate in
the Olympics that year.

Of course, those who wanted to boycott the games could not have known what Jesse Owens had in store in
Berlin. Given the unabashed racism of Hitler’s regime, Jesse Owens’ performance would end up being a
rebuke of sorts to Hitler’s notion of Aryan superiority, and an apocryphal legend has since sprung up that
Hitler left the games early to avoid having to shake Owens’ hand. While that reputed snub almost certainly
did not occur, one Nazi official did note that Hitler “was highly annoyed by the series of triumphs by the
marvelous colored American runner, Jesse Owens. People whose antecedents came from the jungle were
primitive, Hitler said with a shrug; their physiques were stronger than those of civilized whites and hence
should be excluded from future games."

Owens’ performance and the focus over whether Hitler snubbed him also obscured one of the most ironic
aspects of Owens’ life and sports career. In fact, while some were asserting that Hitler did actually



congratulate Owens, others pointed out that Owens was treated better in Germany than he was back at home,
where he had to ride in a freight elevator to a reception in his honor and didn’t hear from President Roosevelt
following the games. Owens himself pointed out, "Hitler didn't snub me – it was our president who snubbed
me. The president didn't even send me a telegram." Indeed, Owens would find it hard to get by for the rest of
his life, much of which was spent trying to capitalize off commemorations of his past exploits by resorting to
gimmicks such as racing against horses. The situation led him to bitterly remark, “People say that it was
degrading for an Olympic champion to run against a horse, but what was I supposed to do? I had four gold
medals, but you can't eat four gold medals."
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Yunker:

The book American Legends: The Life of Jesse Owens give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book
American Legends: The Life of Jesse Owens to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like start and read a publication American Legends: The Life of Jesse Owens. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Paulette Rodriguez:

The particular book American Legends: The Life of Jesse Owens will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book American Legends: The Life of Jesse Owens is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Andrew Martin:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This American Legends: The Life of Jesse Owens
can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have American Legends: The Life of
Jesse Owens.

Paula Daniels:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us
to around the world. By book American Legends: The Life of Jesse Owens we can acquire more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book American Legends:
The Life of Jesse Owens. You can more desirable than now.
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