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In Birth of an Industry, Nicholas Sammond describes how popular early American cartoon characters were
derived from blackface minstrelsy. He charts the industrialization of animation in the early twentieth century,
its representation in the cartoons themselves, and how important blackface minstrels were to that
performance, standing in for the frustrations of animation workers. Cherished cartoon characters, such as
Mickey Mouse and Felix the Cat, were conceived and developed using blackface minstrelsy's visual and
performative conventions: these characters are not like minstrels; they are minstrels. They play out the social,
cultural, political, and racial anxieties and desires that link race to the laboring body, just as live minstrel
show performers did. Carefully examining how early animation helped to naturalize virulent racial
formations, Sammond explores how cartoons used laughter and sentimentality to make those stereotypes
seem not only less cruel, but actually pleasurable. Although the visible links between cartoon characters and
the minstrel stage faded long ago, Sammond shows how important those links are to thinking about
animation then and now, and about how cartoons continue to help to illuminate the central place of race in
American cultural and social life.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Phillips:

Here thing why this specific Birth of an Industry: Blackface Minstrelsy and the Rise of American Animation
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Birth of an Industry: Blackface Minstrelsy and the
Rise of American Animation giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Birth of an Industry: Blackface Minstrelsy and the Rise of
American Animation. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Birth of an Industry: Blackface Minstrelsy and the Rise of American
Animation in e-book can be your alternate.

Juli Gadberry:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if
you want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Birth of an
Industry: Blackface Minstrelsy and the Rise of American Animation is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Hayden Wolfe:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Birth of an Industry: Blackface Minstrelsy and the Rise of American Animation, you are able to tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a book.

Nancy Stever:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of
book Birth of an Industry: Blackface Minstrelsy and the Rise of American Animation. You can include your



knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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