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Since the early twentieth century, Americans have associated oil with national security. From World War I to
American involvement in the Middle East, this connection has seemed a self-evident truth. But as Peter A.
Shulman argues, Americans had to learn to think about the geopolitics of energy in terms of security, and
they did so beginning in the nineteenth century: the age of coal. Coal and Empire insightfully weaves
together pivotal moments in the history of science and technology by linking coal and steam to the realms of
foreign relations, navy logistics, and American politics. Long before oil, coal allowed Americans to rethink
the place of the United States in the world.

Shulman explores how the development of coal-fired, ocean-going steam power in the 1840s created new
questions, opportunities, and problems for U.S. foreign relations and naval strategy. The search for coal, for
example, helped take Commodore Matthew Perry to Japan in the 1850s. It facilitated Abraham Lincoln’s
pursuit of black colonization in 1860s Panama. After the Civil War, it led Americans to debate whether a
need for coaling stations required the construction of a global island empire. Until 1898, however,
Americans preferred to answer the questions posed by coal with new technologies rather than new territories.
Afterward, the establishment of America’s island empire created an entirely different demand for coal to
secure the country’s new colonial borders, a process that paved the way for how Americans incorporated oil
into their strategic thought.

By exploring how the security dimensions of energy were not intrinsically linked to a particular source of
power but rather to political choices about America’s role in the world, Shulman ultimately suggests that
contemporary global struggles over energy will never disappear, even if oil is someday displaced by
alternative sources of power.
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From reader reviews:

David Ochoa:

Why? Because this Coal and Empire: The Birth of Energy Security in Industrial America is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Latashia Bartlett:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Coal and Empire: The Birth of Energy
Security in Industrial America reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation Coal and Empire: The Birth of Energy Security in Industrial America as good book not simply by
the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do
you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Frank Moore:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through
a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Coal and Empire: The
Birth of Energy Security in Industrial America which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

Bonnie Parker:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled
update of news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the Coal and Empire: The Birth of Energy Security in Industrial America
when you required it?
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