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Line in the Sand details the dramatic transformation of the western U.S.-Mexico border from its creation at
the end of the Mexican-American War in 1848 to the emergence of the modern boundary line in the first
decades of the twentieth century. In this sweeping narrative, Rachel St. John explores how this boundary
changed from a mere line on a map to a clearly marked and heavily regulated divide between the United
States and Mexico. Focusing on the desert border to the west of the Rio Grande, this book explains the
origins of the modern border and places the line at the center of a transnational history of expanding
capitalism and state power in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Moving across local, regional, and national scales, St. John shows how government officials, Native
American raiders, ranchers, railroad builders, miners, investors, immigrants, and smugglers contributed to
the rise of state power on the border and developed strategies to navigate the increasingly regulated
landscape. Over the border's history, the U.S. and Mexican states gradually developed an expanding array of
official laws, ad hoc arrangements, government agents, and physical barriers that did not close the line, but
made it a flexible barrier that restricted the movement of some people, goods, and animals without impeding
others. By the 1930s, their efforts had created the foundations of the modern border control apparatus.

Drawing on extensive research in U.S. and Mexican archives, Line in the Sand weaves together a
transnational history of how an undistinguished strip of land became the significant and symbolic space of
state power and national definition that we know today.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Fleischmann:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Line in the Sand: A History of the Western
U.S.-Mexico Border (America in the World) book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Dennis Simpson:

This book untitled Line in the Sand: A History of the Western U.S.-Mexico Border (America in the World)
to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get
a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by using
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

George Conner:

Typically the book Line in the Sand: A History of the Western U.S.-Mexico Border (America in the World)
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Line in the Sand: A History of the Western U.S.-Mexico Border (America in the World) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Brandy Godwin:

This Line in the Sand: A History of the Western U.S.-Mexico Border (America in the World) is great
publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great plan
word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Line in the Sand: A History of the Western U.S.-Mexico
Border (America in the World) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous
just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this
book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
which?
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