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Ranging chronologically from the twelfth to the fifteenth centuries and thematically from Latin to vernacular
literary modes, this book challenges standard assumptions about the musical cultures and philosophies of the
European Middle Ages. Engaging a wide range of premodern texts and contexts, from the musicality of
sodomy in twelfth-century polyphony to Chaucer’s representation of pedagogical violence in the Prioress’s
Tale, from early Christian writings on the music of the body to the plainchant and poetry of Hildegard of
Bingen, the author argues that medieval music was quintessentially a practice of the flesh.

The book reveals a sonorous landscape of flesh and bone, pleasure and pain, a medieval world in which
erotic desire, sexual practice, torture, flagellation, and even death itself resonated with musical significance
and meaning. In its insistence on music as an integral part of the material cultures of the Middle Ages, the
book presents a revisionist account of an important aspect of premodern European civilization that will be of
compelling interest to historians of literature, music, religion, and sexuality, as well as scholars of cultural,
gender, and queer studies.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Coghlan:

The book Music, Body, and Desire in Medieval Culture: Hildegard of Bingen to Chaucer (Figurae: Reading
Medieval Culture) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave a good thing like a book Music, Body, and Desire in Medieval Culture: Hildegard of Bingen to
Chaucer (Figurae: Reading Medieval Culture)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But
one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Music, Body, and Desire in Medieval Culture: Hildegard of Bingen to Chaucer (Figurae:
Reading Medieval Culture) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Dunn:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this Music, Body, and Desire in Medieval Culture: Hildegard of
Bingen to Chaucer (Figurae: Reading Medieval Culture) to read.

Kenneth Handy:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be go through. Music, Body, and Desire in Medieval Culture: Hildegard of Bingen to Chaucer (Figurae:
Reading Medieval Culture) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short
time problems.

George Thomas:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Music, Body, and Desire in Medieval Culture: Hildegard of Bingen to
Chaucer (Figurae: Reading Medieval Culture) this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles



that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this
book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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