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Literature is rife with uncertainty. Literature is good for us. These two ideas about reading literature are often
taken for granted. But what is the relationship between literature's capacity to unsettle, perplex, and bewilder
us, and literature's ethical value? To revive this question, C. Namwali Serpell proposes a return to William
Empson's groundbreaking work, Seven Types of Ambiguity (1930), which contends that literary uncertainty is
crucial to ethics because it pushes us beyond the limits of our own experience.

Taking as case studies experimental novels by Thomas Pynchon, Toni Morrison, Bret Easton Ellis, Ian
McEwan, Elliot Perlman, Tom McCarthy, and Jonathan Safran Foer, Serpell suggests that literary
uncertainty emerges from the reader's shifting responses to structures of conflicting information. A number
of these novels employ a structure of mutual exclusion, which presents opposed explanations for the same
events. Some use a structure of multiplicity, which presents different perspectives regarding events or
characters. The structure of repetition in other texts destabilizes the continuity of events and frustrates our
ability to follow the story.

To explain how these structures produce uncertainty, Serpell borrows from cognitive psychology the concept
of affordance, which describes an object's or environment's potential uses. Moving through these narrative
structures affords various ongoing modes of uncertainty, which in turn afford ethical experiences both
positive and negative. At the crossroads of recent critical turns to literary form, reading practices, and ethics,
Seven Modes of Uncertainty offers a new phenomenology of how we read uncertainty now.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brown:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Seven Modes of Uncertainty will make you
to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Irma Hughes:

The book Seven Modes of Uncertainty can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Seven Modes of
Uncertainty? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data
for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Seven Modes of Uncertainty has
simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Melvin Belknap:

Often the book Seven Modes of Uncertainty will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book
very appropriate to you. The book Seven Modes of Uncertainty is much recommended to you to read. You
can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Daniel Scholz:

Often the book Seven Modes of Uncertainty has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some
research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking
over this book.
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