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A Sound Of Distant Thunder is Historical Fiction taking place during the last year of the American Civil
War as it was experienced in Virginia. It centers on Petersburg, Virginia, where the citizens have managed to
avoid most of the hardships of the war. That situation changes as the story opens in the spring of 1864. After
failing to advance upon Richmond through direct attacks, The Union Army of the Potomac moves
undetected in the direction of Petersburg. The arrival of a Union Cavalry advance marks the beginning of the
interest that the Union Army has with the city of Petersburg. The Army of the Potomac arrives shortly
thereafter, and it does not leave until the city has endured nine months of siege, which only ends with a
horrible death march to Appomattox Courthouse, where the Army of Northern Virginia finally surrenders.
A Sound Of Distant Thunder tells of both the men fighting in the Army and the women fighting the battle of
the home front.
This story centers around the Stoner family:
• Jacob Stoner, the strong patriarch who has managed to keep Oak Manor and his family isolated from the
war due to a belief that it is wrong for Christians to fight. Jacob attempts to hold on to his faith and beliefs
even in the midst of hardship over which he has no control.
• John Stoner, Jacob's eldest son, who has followed Jacob's lead in his attitude toward the war in spite of the
repercussions he has personally experienced. John is suddenly faced with an anger that brings out a desire for
bloodshed, and he becomes consumed with a hatred from which he may not be able to return.
• Emily Stoner, John's wife, who has resented the fact that her husband has refused to fight in a war that has
already caused the death of her own father in combat, resulting in the erosion of her relationship with John.
Emily suddenly finds herself the matriarch of the plantation in the absence of the men, and she struggles for
the wisdom and strength to hold the family together in the midst of the siege.
• Sarah Stoner, Jacob’s only daughter who has desired nothing more than to honor her father and love her
family. Sarah suddenly finds herself without those whom she has loved and to whom she has looked for
strength, but she finds love and strength in places she had not looked for them.
• Paul Stoner, who, at the age of sixteen, cannot wait until he is old enough to join the Confederate cause in
spite of his father's disapproval. Paul finds himself involved in more than he can manage when the fighting
begins, and soon he is forced to make difficult decisions about himself, his family, and his beliefs.
•Taylor Kendall, Emily's brother, who has fought with the Stonewall Brigade since the onset of the war, and
has been consumed with hatred since the death of his father two years prior. Taylor now enters back into the
lives of the Stoners just as they begin to face their own hardships, and he is determined to stand by John even
though he no longer has any hope for victory.
• Lindsey Archibald, who has fought beside Taylor for three years, and who now, unexpectedly, becomes a
part of the Stoner household as the situation at Oak Manor rapidly gets worse. Lindsey, who has desired only
to fight and survive the war, finds new motivations and desires.
•Hezekiah, Jacob’s faithful household servant, who loves the family and stands beside Emily and Sarah even
though he has the opportunity to abandon them. Hezekiah proves to be an invaluable asset and source of
strength and encouragement to the family.
Follow the lives of the Stoners along with Taylor and Lindsey as they encounter and endure the Battle of The
Wilderness, the Bloody Angle, the Siege of Petersburg, Point Lookout Federal Prison Camp, Elmira Federal
Prison Camp, the destruction of the Shenandoah Valley, and the death march toward Appomattox.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Nitta:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for all of us. The book A Sound Of Distant Thunder was making you to know about
other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book A
Sound Of Distant Thunder is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship together with the book A Sound Of Distant Thunder. You never truly feel lose out for everything
if you read some books.

Susan Granger:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the reserve untitled A Sound Of Distant Thunder can be good book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Ann Craft:

The book A Sound Of Distant Thunder has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get
a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write
this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Cindy Mattis:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is A Sound Of Distant Thunder this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer
use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. That
is why this book suited all of you.
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