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In Neatness Counts, Kevin Kopelson reflects on the poetics of the desk—rolltop or bureau-plat, cluttered or
bare, the nestlike desk, the schematic desk, the dramatic desk, the dramatic lack of any such furniture.
Exploring the topography of literary creation by way of the topography of work space, Kopelson, one of
today’s most important critics, offers a series of meditations on how orderliness, chaos, and other physical
states correspond with both the exhilaration of production and the desperation of writer's block. Focusing on
the poet Elizabeth Bishop, the novelist Marcel Proust, the critic Roland Barthes, the playwright Tom
Stoppard, and the travel writer Bruce Chatwin, Neatness Counts is at once critical and creative, examining
how various writers' work habits relate to their published work. Kopelson also considers desks of his
own—one that had belonged to an older brother, one he borrowed from a messy friend, one now shared with
a partner. And by pursuing these two lines of inquiry to their unlikely but enlightening conclusions,
Kopelson both fabricates a virtual library of literary insight and commemorates an era in which the term
“desktop” didn’t denote one’s computer screen. Kevin Kopelson is professor of English at the University of
Iowa. His books include, most recently, The Queer Afterlife of Vaslav Nijinsky.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Everman:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Neatness Counts: Essays on the Writer's
Desk. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

Lawrence Hurst:

The publication untitled Neatness Counts: Essays on the Writer's Desk is the book that recommended to you
to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when
write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get
the e-book of Neatness Counts: Essays on the Writer's Desk from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Lyle Morales:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be Neatness Counts: Essays on the Writer's Desk why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions
to pick up this book.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Neatness Counts: Essays on the Writer's Desk can
be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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