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In 1862, four years after Minnesota was ratified as the thirty-second state in the Union, simmering tensions
between indigenous Dakota and white settlers culminated in the violent, six-week-long U.S.–Dakota War.
Hundreds of lives were lost on both sides, and the war ended with the execution of thirty-eight Dakotas on
December 26, 1862, in Mankato, Minnesota—the largest mass execution in American history. The following
April, after suffering a long internment at Fort Snelling, the Dakota and Winnebago peoples were forcefully
removed to South Dakota, precipitating the near destruction of the area’s native communities while
simultaneously laying the foundation for what we know and recognize today as Minnesota.
 
In North Country: The Making of Minnesota, Mary Lethert Wingerd unlocks the complex origins of the
state—origins that have often been ignored in favor of legend and a far more benign narrative of
immigration, settlement, and cultural exchange. Moving from the earliest years of contact between
Europeans and the indigenous peoples of the western Great Lakes region to the era of French and British
influence during the fur trade and beyond, Wingerd charts how for two centuries prior to official statehood
Native people and Europeans in the region maintained a hesitant, largely cobeneficial relationship. Founded
on intermarriage, kinship, and trade between the two parties, this racially hybridized society was a meeting
point for cultural and economic exchange until the western expansion of American capitalism and violation
of treaties by the U.S. government during the 1850s wore sharply at this tremulous bond, ultimately leading
to what Wingerd calls Minnesota’s Civil War.
 
A cornerstone text in the chronicle of Minnesota’s history, Wingerd’s narrative is augmented by more than
170 illustrations chosen and described by Kirsten Delegard in comprehensive captions that depict the
fascinating, often haunting representations of the region and its inhabitants over two and a half centuries.
North Country is the unflinching account of how the land the Dakota named Mini Sota Makoce became the
State of Minnesota and of the people who have called it, at one time or another, home.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Taylor:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed North
Country: The Making of Minnesota? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
different opinion?

Angela Gagne:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book North Country: The Making
of Minnesota. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Sarah Farmer:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important usually. The book North Country: The Making of Minnesota
had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The guide North Country: The Making of Minnesota is not only giving you far
more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time
to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book North Country: The Making of
Minnesota. You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Kenneth Cunningham:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give
you a lot of new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of
several ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you
actually more imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this North Country: The Making of Minnesota, you could tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.
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