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On his death in 2007, Richard Rorty was heralded by the New York Times as “one of the world’s most
influential contemporary thinkers.” Controversial on the left and the right for his critiques of objectivity and
political radicalism, Rorty experienced a renown denied to all but a handful of living philosophers. In this
masterly biography, Neil Gross explores the path of Rorty’s thought over the decades in order to trace the
intellectual and professional journey that led him to that prominence.

The child of a pair of leftist writers who worried that their precocious son “wasn’t rebellious enough,” Rorty
enrolled at the University of Chicago at the age of fifteen. There he came under the tutelage of polymath
Richard McKeon, whose catholic approach to philosophical systems would profoundly influence Rorty’s
own thought. Doctoral work at Yale led to Rorty’s landing a job at Princeton, where his colleagues were
primarily analytic philosophers. With a series of publications in the 1960s, Rorty quickly established himself
as a strong thinker in that tradition—but by the late 1970s Rorty had eschewed the idea of objective truth
altogether, urging philosophers to take a “relaxed attitude” toward the question of logical rigor. Drawing on
the pragmatism of John Dewey, he argued that philosophers should instead open themselves up to multiple
methods of thought and sources of knowledge—an approach that would culminate in the publication of
Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature, one of the most seminal and controversial philosophical works of our
time.

In clear and compelling fashion, Gross sets that surprising shift in Rorty’s thought in the context of his life
and social experiences, revealing the many disparate influences that contribute to the making of knowledge.
As much a book about the growth of ideas as it is a biography of a philosopher, Richard Rorty will provide
readers with a fresh understanding of both the man and the course of twentieth-century thought.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Warfield:

The knowledge that you get from Richard Rorty: The Making of an American Philosopher could be the more
deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Richard Rorty: The Making of an American Philosopher
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book
also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Richard Rorty: The
Making of an American Philosopher instantly.

Lois Silvey:

The e-book untitled Richard Rorty: The Making of an American Philosopher is the book that recommended
to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language
that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could
get the e-book of Richard Rorty: The Making of an American Philosopher from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Deb Valdez:

Typically the book Richard Rorty: The Making of an American Philosopher has a lot details on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Daniel Downey:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to help year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. From the book Richard Rorty: The Making of an American Philosopher we can acquire
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book
Richard Rorty: The Making of an American Philosopher. You can more pleasing than now.
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