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In the most extensive work to date on major poets from the mountain South, John Lang takes as his point of
departure an oft-quoted remark by Jim Wayne Miller: "Appalachian literature is -- and has always been -- as
decidedly worldly, secular, and profane in its outlook as the [region's] traditional religion appears to be
spiritual and otherworldly." Although this statement may be accurate for Miller's own poetry and fiction,
Lang maintains that it does not do justice to the pervasive religious and spiritual concerns of many of the
mountain South's finest writers, including the five other leading poets whose work he analyzes along with
Miller's.

Fred Chappell, Robert Morgan, Jeff Daniel Marion, Kathryn Stripling Byer, and Charles Wright, Lang
demonstrates, all write poetry that explores, sometimes with widely varying results, what they see as the
undeniable presence of the divine within the temporal world. Like Blake and Emerson before them, these
poets find the supernatural within nature rather than beyond it. They all exhibit a love of place in their
poems, a strong sense of connection to nature and the land, especially the mountains. Yet while their
affirmation of the world before them suggests a resistance to the otherworldliness that Miller points to, their
poetry is nonetheless permeated with spiritual questing.

Dante strongly influences both Chappell and Wright, though the latter eventually resigns himself to being
simply "a God-fearing agnostic," whereas Chappell follows Dante in celebrating "the love that moves the sun
and other stars." Byer, probably the least orthodox of these poets, chooses to lay up treasures on earth,
rejecting the transcendent in favor of a Native American spirituality of immanence, while Morgan and
Marion find in nature what Marion calls a "vocabulary of wonders" akin to Emerson's conviction that nature
is the language of the spiritual.

Employing close readings of the poets' work and relating it to British and American Romanticism as well as
contemporary eco-theology and eco-criticism, Lang's book is the most ambitious and searching foray yet into
the worlds of these renowned post--World War II Appalachian poets.
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From reader reviews:

Alyson Hardy:

The ability that you get from Six Poets from the Mountain South (Southern Literary Studies) will be the
more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Six Poets from the Mountain South (Southern
Literary Studies) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Six
Poets from the Mountain South (Southern Literary Studies) instantly.

Anna Lewis:

This Six Poets from the Mountain South (Southern Literary Studies) are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Six Poets from the Mountain South
(Southern Literary Studies) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Six Poets from the Mountain South (Southern
Literary Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gwen Anderson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Six
Poets from the Mountain South (Southern Literary Studies), you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Scott Marin:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Six Poets from the Mountain South (Southern
Literary Studies) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Six Poets from the
Mountain South (Southern Literary Studies) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the



best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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