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A century and a half after the Black Death killed over a third of the population of Western Europe, a new
plague swept across the continent. The Great Pox - commonly known as the French disease - brought a
different kind of horror: instead of killing its victims rapidly, it endured in their bodies for years, causing
acute pain, disfigurement and ultimately an agonising death. In this study three experts explore the impact of
the new plague and society's reaction to its challenge. Using a range of contemporary sources, from the
archives of charitable and sanitary institutions that coped with the sick to the medical tracts of those that
sought to cure it, they provide a detailed account of the experience of the disease across Renaissance Italy, as
well as in France and Germany. The authors analyze the symptoms of the Great Pox and the identity of
patients, documented in the records of the massive hospital for "incurables" established in early 16th-century
Rome. They show how it challenged accepted medical theory and practice and provoked public disputations
among university teachers. And at the most practical level they reveal the plight of its victims at all levels of
society, from ecclesiastical lords to the diseased poor who begged in the streets. Examining a range of
contexts from princely courts and republics to university faculties, confraternities and hosp-itals, the authors
argue for an historical understanding of the Great Pox based on contemporary perceptions rather than a
retrospective diagnosis of what later generations came to know as "syphilis".
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Great Pox: The French Disease in
Renaissance Europe will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with
you?

Robert Marques:

The reserve untitled The Great Pox: The French Disease in Renaissance Europe is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a
lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of The Great Pox: The French Disease in Renaissance Europe from
the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Kenneth Roland:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Great Pox: The
French Disease in Renaissance Europe can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?

Sandra Vincent:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled
update of news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just searching for the The Great Pox: The French Disease in Renaissance Europe when
you essential it?
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